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THIRD EDITION. 



In bringing forward another Edition of 
the ** English Mother," the writer wishes 
to offer her acknowledgments to the Public 
for the notice and approval with which it 
has been honored. 

She feels greatly indebted to the 
** Educational Magazine/' not only for the 
commendation it bestowed on her humble 
efforts, but for the candid manner in which 
it pointed out a serious deficiency. This 
she has endeavoured to supply, by making 
some considerable additions on the subject 
of the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

The writer invites the attention of her 
more advanced readers to the Appendix 
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IV PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 

subjoined to the present edition^ which, as 
containing a selection of proofs and illus- 
trations from high ecclesiastical authori- 
tiesy in support of the principles which she 
has endeavoured to inculcate, will, she 
trusts, be found to add weight and value 
to her little work. 

London, June, 1843. 



PREFACE. 



The writer of this little volume feels it 
necessary that she should preface it with a 
few remarks^ which she trusts will he read 
by those who may place it in the hands of 
the young members of the Churchy to 
whom it is addressed* 

There are so many superior publications 
on the subjects which she has ventured to 
bring under discussion^ that the writer 
wishes to excuse her presumption in pub* 
lishing the present little volume^ by stating 
her reasons for the hope that it may^ never- 
theless^ not be without its use. 

Amongst the many existing books» large 
and small> on the Church of England, 
there are none, she believes, which are 
quite suitable to the capacity of children^ 
or written expresshf for them. The writer 
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VI PREFACE. 

feels strongly that, in the present day, the 
young members of the Church cannot too 
early learn the strong and reasonable claims 
which she possesses on their duty and 
allegiance, as weU as on their love ; and 
that she possesses these claims, not only 
as the Church of their country — of their 
friends — into v^hich they have been ad- 
mitted — and in which they are being edu- 
cated — but as a pure branch of the Church 
of Christ — the Church of primitive anti- 
quity — **the one Catholic and Apostolic 
Church:' 

From her intercourse with children, 
otherwise well informed and religiously 
instructed — from her own education, which 
was nevertheless a careful one — the writer 
has cause to know how constantly early 
habit and prejudice take the place of con- 
viction, and how vague and imperfect are 
generally the ideas and information con- 
veyed to children on the subject of The 
Church, 

It may, perhaps, be objected, that some 
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views in the early part of this little work 
are expressed too decidedly. To this the 
writer would only answer, that her full 
conviction of their truth and importance, 
dictated all that she has written, and surely 
religious truths cannot be too early or too 
decidedly taught. 

Objections may likewise be raised against 
the conversations on the Fasts and Festi- 
vals, as not being sufficiently explanatory ; 
but they were not designed to give a con- 
nected history of these celebrations, for 
which purpose there are so many other 
books, but rather to supply deficiencies 
(perhaps unavoidable) in all the Catechisms 
and children's books which she has seen on 
the subject* She is far from presuming 
to depreciate the numerous and excellent 
little works already abounding on the 
Liturgy and Festivals of our Church, but 
the questions which she has here asked and 
answered are such, as will and do occur to 
almost all intelligent children who have 
learnt these catechisms, and are conscious 
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that they do not teach every thing that 
they wish to know^ or could understand on 
the subject. 

Indeed^ it was from conversations held 
withy and questions proposed by an intel* 
ligent child of her own family^ that the 
design of this little work was originally 
suggested to the writer. 

If any of the junior members of the 
Church of England should gain a clearer 
insight into her claims on their love and 
dutiful obedienoe^ from this attempt to 
illustrate and impress them — if any parent 
or teacher should find this little volume of 
the smallest assistance in instructing or 
interesting their children-^it will not have 
been written in vain. 
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THE ENGLISH MOTHER. 



CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTION. 



" Ellen, what are you thinking about so 
earnestly ?'* said Mrs. Herbert to her little 
daughter, as they sat at work together at 
the open window. '' Are you longing to 
catch those gay butterflies, or wishing to 
gather the dying roseJeaves! Remember, 
you must not go out until that frill is 
neatly hemmed." 

*^I do. not wish to go out, Mamma,'* 
said the sedate little Ellen. *^ I was think- 
ing of something you said to Papa at 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 

breakfast to-day, and trying to understand 
it. It was about the lady who was here 
yesterday offering to be our governess.*' 

** And what puzzled you, my little girl ?'* 
said Mrs. Herbert. 

" It was this, dear Mamma — after say- 
ing how clever and pious she was, you 
said, ' But she is a dissenter ;* and Papa 
answered, ^ Of course that settled the 
question/ *' 

« Well, Ellen V* said Mrs. Herbert. 

''Well, Mamma, I cannot understand 
why you objected to this lady for our 
governess, if she is clever and good, be- 
cause she is a dissenter." 

" Because, Ellen, your Papa and I are 
members of the Church of England, into 
whose communion you and Gertrude were 
at your baptism received; and we wish 
you, therefore, to love her, and to be 
taught according to her doctrines.'* 

'' But, Mamma, Miss Jephson need not 
teach us religion. If 3he were to teach us 
history, and geography, and all those 
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things, would not you teach us reli- 
gion?" 



•* Ellen, what do you mean by * teaching 
you religion V " 

" Hearing us read the Bible, Mamma, 
and say our Catechism, and all those 



it 



things. 



My dear child, is this all that you 
mean by teaching you religion ?" 

*^ Not exactly, Mamma. I mean that 
you should give us religious reasons for 
things we ought to do, and not to do, and 
many things in that way ; but still if Miss 
Jephson is so good, could she not do that 
without teaching us" — 

** Doctrines?" said Gertrude, who was 
quietly drawing at the other end of the 
room. 

" Thank you, Gatty, that was the word 
which I wanted." 

My dear little girl," said Mrs. Herbert, 

I do not consider that teaching you reli- 
gion is exactly what you seem to think it. 
I think that religion is not to be a separate 
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branch of your education^ independent of 
everything else that you learn ; but I 
think that it may be^ and ought to he, 
directly or indirectly, connected with every 
hour's instruction ; and although I respect 
Miss Jephson's conduct and character, yet 
I should be sorry to see you imbibing her 
doctrines ; and if she be the conscientious 
person which she appears, she must con* 
sider it her duty to instruct her pupils in 
them. Indeed, she could scarcely, I think, 
avoid doing so even if she tried, for her 
views must appear in her instructions.*' 

*' How so. Mamma ?" asked Ellen. 

" A religious mind could not help min-* 
gling religious motives, reflections, and in- 
struction, with all that. she taught you; 
and this instruction would, of course, be 
tinctured with her peculiar opinions. ' I 
could not entrust your education to any 
person on whom I could not fully depend 
in these most [important matters. And 
now, my love, we will talk no more about 
Miss Jephson, as I have told you quite as 
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many of my reasons for not choosing her 
for your governess as you need know^ or, 
perhaps, as many as you are old enough to 
understand. I see the frill is hemmed ; 
put away your work, and we will take a 
walk.'' 
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of the Church should see and recognize 
her claims on his love and allegiance ; for 
truly amongst her very members there is 
a lukewarmness, which is almost as in-* 
jurious to her as the opposition of dis- 
sent." 

*^ What Papa has just said, makes me 
wish very much to ask you some questions. 
Mamma, about the Church and dissent/* 
observed Gertrude* " I wished to do so 
yesterday, when you were talking with 
Ellen about Miss Jephson, but you said 
that you had told Ellen as much as she 
could understand,- and I did not like to 
ask you to explain more to me." 

" My love," said her mother, " I did 
not mean that I had told your sister all 
that she could understand about Church 
and dissent, but all that she could under- 
stand, or that I chose to explain to her, 
relating to Miss Jephson. But had it been 
so, you, who are some years older than 
Ellen, may properly ask for explanations, 
into which she could not so well enter." 
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call themselves Church people^ have done 
the same thing as to their children, and 
though they go to Church themselves in 
the morning, attend some meeting-house 
in the evening," 

" I am very sorry to hear it," said her 
father, '^ for I greatly fear that such com- 
promising persons will soon prove their 
mistake, by becoming dissenters altoge- 
ther, for they cannot long attend the dis- 
senting worship and preaching there, with- 
out imbibing principles of opposition to 
the Church." 

''Are all dissenters opposed to the 
Church, Papa ?" asked Ellen. 

** No, my dear," said her father, " many 
are very friendly to it." 

" And yet," said Mrs. Herbert, " in 
these days I cannot help feeling that ' he 
who is not with us is against us ;' and who 
can be said to be with the Church but her 
actual members?" 

" True, my dear," said her husband, 
'' and these are times when each member 
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CHAPTER II. 

Church and Dissent. 

*• My dear," said Mr. Herbert to his wife, 
at breakfast the next morning, ** I fear 
that our new Rector will be quite dis- 
couraged by his unsuccessful endeavours 
to promote religious unity amongst his 
parishioners. I was at the rectory yester- 
day, and heard really sad accounts of the 
divided state of the parish." 

** I can well believe it," said Mrs. Her- 
bert, ^'for being so constantly with the poor, 
I see, perhaps, more than you do of the 
spirit of dissent amongst them. I regret 
to say, that many of our poor now con- 
stantly attend dissenting meetings, and in 
becoming dissenters themselves, are pro- 
viding that their children shall be so too, 
by withdrawing them from our schools, 
and placing them at those of dissenters." 

" But many," said Gertrude, " who still 
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call themselves Church people^ have done 
the same thing as to their children, and 
though they go to Church themselves in 
the morning, attend some meeting-house 
in the evening." 

" I am very sorry to hear it," said her 
father, '^ for I greatly fear that such com- 
promising persons will soon prove their 
mistake, by becoming dissenters altoge- 
ther, for they cannot long attend the dis- 
senting worship and preaching there, with- 
out imbibing principles of opposition to 
the Church." 

"Are all dissenters opposed to the 
Church, Papa ?" asked Ellen. 

" No, my dear," said her father, " many 
are very friendly to it." 

** And yet," said Mrs. Herbert, ** in 
these days I cannot help feeling that * he 
who is not with us is against us ;' and who 
can be said to be with the Church but her 
actual members?" 

** True, my dear," said her husband, 
'' and these are times when each member 
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CHAPTER II. 

Church and Dissent. 

** My dear," said Mr. Herbert to his wife, 
at breakfast the next morning, " I fear 
that our new Rector will be quite dis- 
couraged by his unsuccessful endeavours 
to promote religious unity amongst his 
parishioners. I was at the rectory yester- 
day, and heard really sad accounts of the 
divided state of the parish.'* 

** I can well believe it," said Mrs. Her- 
bert, "for being so constantly with the poor, 
I see, perhaps, more than you do of the 
spirit of dissent amongst them. I regret 
to say, that many of our poor now con- 
stantly attend dissenting meetings, and in 
becoming dissenters themselves, are pro- 
viding that their children shall be so too, 
by withdrawing them from our schools, 
and placing them at those of dissenters." 

" But many," said Gertrude, " who still 
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call themselves Church people, have done 
the same thing as to their children, and 
though they go to Church themselves in 
the morning, attend some meeting-house 
in the evening/' 

" I am very sorry to hear it," said her 
father, " for I greatly fear that such com- 
promising persons will soon prove their 
mistake, by becoming dissenters altoge- 
ther, for they cannot long attend the dis- 
senting worship and preaching there, with- 
out imbibing principles of opposition to 
the Church." 

"Are all dissenters opposed to the 
Church, Papa ?" asked Ellen. 

** No, my dear," said her father, " many 
are very friendly to it." 

"And yet," said Mrs. Herbert, "in 
these days I cannot help feeling that ' he 
who is not with us is against us ;* and who 
can be said to be with the Church but her 
actual members?" 

" True, my dear," said her husband, 
" and these are times when each member 
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CHAPTER II. 

Church and Dissent. 

*• My dear/' said Mr. Herbert to his wife, 
at breakfast the next morning, " I fear 
that our new Rector will be quite dis- 
couraged by his unsuccessful endeavours 
to promote religious unity amongst his 
parishioners. I was at the rectory yester- 
day, and heard really sad accounts of the 
divided state of the parish." 

** I can well believe it," said Mrs. Her- 
bert, **for being so constantly with the poor, 
I see, perhaps, more than you do of the 
spirit of dissent amongst them. I regret 
to say, that many of our poor now con- 
stantly attend dissenting meetings, and in 
becoming dissenters themselves, are pro* 
viding that their children shall be so too, 
by withdrawing them from our schools, 
and placing them at those of dissenters." 

" But many," said Gertrude, " who still 
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call themselves Church people^ have done 
the same thing as to their children, and 
though they go to Church themselves in 
the morning, attend some meeting-house 
in the evening.'* 

" I am very sorry to hear it," said her 
father, *^ for I greatly fear that such com- 
promising persons will soon prove their 
mistake, by becoming dissenters altoge- 
ther, for they cannot long attend the dis- 
senting worship and preaching there, with- 
out imbibing principles of opposition to 
the Church." 

'^Are all dissenters opposed to the 
Church, Papa V" asked Ellen. 

" No, my dear," said her father, " many 
are very friendly to it." 

"And yet," said Mrs. Herbert, "in 
these days I cannot help feeling that * he 
who is not with us is against us ;' and who 
can be said to be with the Church but her 
actual members?" 

** True, my dear," said her husband, 
" and these are times when each member 
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Church and Dissent. 

*' My dear," said Mr. Herbert to his wife, 
at breakfast the next morning, '* I fear 
that our new Rector will be quite dis- 
couraged by his unsuccessful endeavours 
to promote religious unity amongst his 
parishioners. I was at the rectory yester- 
day, and heard really sad accounts of the 
divided state of the parish." 

" I can well believe it," said Mrs. Her- 
bert, *^for being so constantly with the poor, 
I see, perhaps, more than you do of the 
spirit of dissent amongst them. I regret 
to say, that many of our poor now con- 
stantly attend dissenting meetings, and in 
becoming dissenters themselves, are pro- 
viding that their children shall be so too, 
by withdrawing them from our schools, 
and placing them at those of dissenters." 

" But many," said Gertrude, " who still 
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call themselves Church people^ have done 
the same thmg as to their children, and 
though they go to Church themselves in 
the morning, attend some meeting-house 
in the evening/* 

" I am very sorry to hear it," said her 
father, " for I greatly fear that such com- 
promising persons will soon prove their 
mistake, by becoming dissenters altoge- 
ther, for they cannot long attend the dis- 
senting worship and preaching there, with- 
out imbibing principles of opposition to 
the Church." 

''Are all dissenters opposed to the 
Church, Papa ?" asked Ellen. 

** No, my dear," said her father, " many 
are very friendly to it." 

"And yet," said Mrs. Herbert, "in 
these days I cannot help feeling that ' he 
who is not with us is against us ;' and who 
can be said to be with the Church but her 
actual members?" 

** True, my dear," said her husband, 
" and these are times when each member 
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can, and I cannot do this better than by 
quoting the definition given in the nine- 
teenth article of our Church, viz. 'The 
visible Church of Christ is a congregation 
of faithful men, in the which the pure 
word of God is preached, and the Sacra- 
ments be duly ministered according to 
Christ's ordinance, in all those things which 
of necessity are requisite to the same.' It 
has also been clearly described as * a visible 
body invested with invisible privileges ;* 
and when Christ spoke of * building his 
Church,' Matt. xvi. 18, this is surely the 
sense in which He spoke* In Acts ii. 47, 
it has, I should say, the same meaning; 
and in most places through the Acts and 
the Epistles, where the Church is named, 
I believe this to be the sense in which it 
is spoken of." 

**I wish you would put that last ex- 
planation in easier words for me. Mamma," 
said Ellen. 

" I will try, my little girl. The visible 
body means a certain number of persons 
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holding one belief — sharing one^ repent- 
ance — one baptism — one ministry — one fu- 
ture hope, and united in partaking of the 
same ordinances. Indeed, forming thus 
one body, under the government of one 
Head, Jesus Christ. The * invisible privi- 
leges,' mean the benefits appointed by 
Christ to flow through the channel of out- 
ward ordinances, and given by Him, 
through the blessing of the Holy Spirit, 
upon their right use ; He working in the 
soul through them. I cannot bring it into 
easier words, Ellen." 

'^I believe that 1 understand it now, 
Mamma," said Ellen. 

"What is the meaning of the word 
Catholic, my dear V* 

" Universal, Mamma." 

"This Catholic or Universal Church, 
which was founded one thousand eight 
hundred years ago, is now become a vast 
body, which however has one Head ; and, 

* At least outwardly professing to do so. 
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although consisting of many branches, is 
still one. The marks by which its identity 
is established can never be obliterated or 
lost, until the Son of God shall again 
come to claim his spouse, the Church, 
which He left on earth. Of these marks, 
by which the Church is known, we will 
speak another time, and at present I will 
give you a hrief and imperfect idea of its 
extension. You know that the Church 
was first planted in Judea, and in the Acts 
of the Apostles, we read of the Apostles 
founding churches wherever they went, 
which means, that they established in those 
places the one Church, the one faith, one 
Ministry : or rather, you may understand 
me better if I said a branch of the one 
Church, precisely similar to it in all its ap- 
pointments. The successors of the Apos- 
tles went on in the same way, establishing 
the Church in Greece, Asia, England, and 
in every part of the known world, each 
establishment forming a branch of the one 
great whole, or of the one Catholic and Apos- 
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tolic Church. Of these some are lost^ and 
those that remain are no longer in unity 
amongst themselves. There are the Grreek 
Catholics, the Roman Catholics, we are the 
English Catholics. I need not tell you, 
Gertrude, that some bodies which yet bear 
the marks of the Church of Christ are so 
corrupted, so fallen from original purity, 
that we can scarcely recognize them as 
brethren. But still these have the marks 
of the Church; and we may hope that 
God will in time visit and purify his own. 
Again, there are some Christian bodies, 
which, in renouncing the corruptions which 
had crept into the Church, renounced also 
its distinguishing privileges and signs. 
Such are, strictly speaking, no longer of 
the Church; they have destroyed their 
title-deeds; and these we call dissenters 
from the. Church. Such bodies, or sects^ 
(which means, pieces cut off) have not the 
excuse for their want of Episcopacy which 
the foreign Protestant Churches have, who 
lament their Qot being Episcopal." 
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" Then, why are they not so, Mamma ?" 

" They plead necessity, owing to their 
position at the time of the Reformation, 
when (from causes which I shall not here 
explain to you, as I do not think you 
could understand them) they considered 
themselves compelled to relinquish Epis- 
copacy. I may instance the Presbyterian 
Kirk of Scotland ^ which, in renouncing 
Popery, thought herself obliged to part 
with Episcopacy in order to do so ; but so 
many political causes were mixed up with 
this supposed necessity, that as I said in 
allusion to those Churches more strictly 
foreign, you would not understand any 
explanation into which I might enter with 
you. But these churches are in a far dif- 
ferent position to our sectaries, who reject 
episcopacy by deliberate choice." 

'^Are such in a safe state. Mamma?'* 
asked Gertrude. 

'^ My dear child,'* said her mother, 

* See Appendix A. 
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** that is not at all our present question. 
There are, doubtless^ many comparatively 
pious and excellent Christians who are 
dissenters. Many are dissenters from edu- 
cation and subsequent ignorance. Many 
are separatists from truly conscientious, 
yet mistaken motives ; such are, perhaps, 
far better than we who now speak. Yet, 
as they reject the appointed ministry of 
Christ, and refuse to acknowledge the 
Bishops of the Church, we cannot con- 
sider them in so safe a state as those who 
acknowledge and obey those spiritual 
guides appointed by God. I oft.en dwell 
with pleasure on the pious and charitable 
view taken of this matter by an eminent 
Divine^ since gone to his rest. He was 
discussing the subject now before us with 
a friend, in his garden, which lay below 
the long, unbroken ridge of Salisbury 
Plain. When his friend asked him the 
question you have just asked me, he 
pointed towards the horizon, and said, 
' We all know that Salisbury lies beyond 
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yonder plain. Now that a person starting 
hence, and striking at random across the 
Plain, may get to Salisbury, I do not deny; 
but this I will affirm, that I shall more 
easily and certainly reach it by keeping 
the king's highway. It is not for us to 
pronounce what ways of religious worship 
cannot lead to heaven ; but we do right to 
walk ourselves, and teach, others to walk, 
in the way that we are sure does lead thi* 
then' " 

'*I like that anecdote very much, 
Mamma," said Ellen. 

"Mamma," said Gertrude, **will you 
give us a little sketch of the Church of 
Christ from the earliest ages, bringing it 
down to the present time, through its va- 
rious branches ?" 

" It would be impossible to do anything 
like justice to the subject in a 'little sketch,' 
my love, and I would prefer your reading 
for the information you wish. Your Papa 
will| perhaps, direct us to some book, 
which, beginning from apostolic times, will 
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give us a clear view of tbe Church in its 
early ages^ and trace its rise in various 
countries, its progress, preservations* and 
corruptions, as the case may be. You 
could not, perhaps, have a more interesting 
book of this kind than Palmer's History 
of the Churchy which you shall read when 
you are old enough to understand it. It 
is a most interesting study, while, in trac- 
ing the Church, through all opposition 
and persecution, spreading itself far and 
wide, and preserving so purely, in its many 
branches, ' the fiiith once (for all) delivered 
to the saints,' we cannot but feel that it is 
the work of God. The Episcopal Church 
has been preserved in Ghreece, in Asia, 
nay, even in fallen Rome ; but in our own 
Church, the Church of England, with those 
whidi most nearly resemble it, viz., the 
Episcopal Churches in Scotland, in' Ame- 
rica, and in Judea, are the doctrines, ordi- 
nances, and discipline of the Apostolic 
Church the best preserved; and it is to 
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our branch of it that I would limit our 
present conversation in detail." 

" Mamma/' said Ellen, " I am rather 
puzzled stilly about these various Churches 
being one Church?" 

" My dear," said Mrs. Herbert, ** you 
need not be more puzzled by this than you 
were by the lesson in geography which I 
heard you saying this morning. Do you 
remember your remark when you were 
enumerating the various seas at the south 
of Europe ? 

Ellen looked doubtful^ but Gertrude 
answered, ** I see what Mamma means to 
say. Ellen, you said, * How many differ^ 
ent names they give these little sea^, which, 
after all, are but so many arms of the Me- 
diterranean !' " 

" Yes, my dear," said Mrs. Herbert ; 
'^and* 'just as the main body of the sea 
being but one, has in different places difr 
fereiit names, so the Catholic or Universal 

* Hooker. 
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Church is, in the same manner, divided 
into a number of distinct societies, each of 
which is called a Church within itself.' It 
would not puzzle jou to hear of the dif- 
ferent members of one large family being 
scattered all over the world, which is so 
often the case*^they are one family still, 
united in heart and mind, though sepa- 
rated." 

'* I understand it now, Mamma," said 
Ellen. 

'* All the Saints, as Christians are called 
in Scripture," continued Mrs. Herbert, 
f' being partakers of the body of Christ, 
and sharing His ordinances, must look on 
themselves as members one of another. 
They must, therefore, love each other as 
brethren of one common family; and 
they have in prayer and the sacraments, 
communion one with another. Neither 
do I believe that such fellowship will end 
vnth this present life, for the living rejoice 
in the happiness of the departed, while 
they, who are (to us invisible) members of 

d2 
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Christ's mystical body, being constantly 
employed in prayer and praise, we may 
suppose that their prayers and praises as* 
cendj with those of their fellow-worship- 
pers on earthy to the throne of God. See 
Rev. vi. 9, 10." 

** Mamma, is this the ^ Communion of 
Saints V " asked Gertrude. 

'* It is, my dear ; and surely it is a most 
cheering and encouraging partof our Creed. 
And when we say so frequently, ' the Holy 
Church throughout all the world doth ac- 
knowledge Thee,' it must animate our 
faith to feel that we are so large a body, 
and one Spirit amongst us all. St. Peter 
speaks of the Church at Antioch, the 
Church at Babylon, &c.; and, perhaps, 
the use of the little word tU, instead of of, 
may give a less impression of distinct- 
ness." 

^' So it does. Mamma,*' said Gertrude ; 
** the Church at Babylon would seem much 
more as if St. Peter spoke of the little 
body of his own people there, than if he 
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had saidy the Church of Babylon, which 
gives an idea of difference." 

*^ Please to go on, dear Mamma," said 
Ellen. 

" We can trace our Church back (or, I 
should say, the foundation of the Church 
in England) to the earliest ages,'' said Mrs. 
Herbert ; ** indeed there are not wanting 
opinions in favour of the belief that St. 
Paul himself visited England, and founded 
a church in Cornwall. I have heard this 
most ingeniously advanced and supported, 
and it may be possible ; but I do not think 
that the evidence in &vour of this opinion 
is decisive enough to establish it as a 
fact. We can, however, trace back our 
Church to the time of Tertullian, in the 
second century. Three British bishops 
were present at the council of Aries, 
called by Constantino, 314 a.d." 

^' Who was the first Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Mamma?" asked Ellen. 

** St. Augustine, a.d. 597 ; and the line 
of Archbishops is unbroken from him to 

d3 
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the present Archbishop — there having been 
eighty-eight. In its early ages, the Church 
of England was quite independent of the 
Church of Rome, and first conformed to it 
in some minor points in 688. Still, our 
Church was free from papal usurpation 
until fifty-six years after the Conquest, 
Then, indeed, through the influence of the 
foreign prelates introduced at that time, 
the power of the pope in England con- 
tinued to increase, but it was not until 
1^7, that our Church became subject to 
the supremacy of the pope, in the reign of 
John, who, as you must remember, paid 
him tribute, and surrendered his kingdom 
to him. I think, Gertrude, you are pretty 
well acquainted with the corruptions and 
delusions which from that time began to 
creep into the Church. Ellen, can you 
tell me who first opposed the Church of 
Rome, and endeavoured to reform the 
English Church ?" 

" Papa told us the other day," said 
Ellen, ^'that in \2S5 a bishop of Lincoln 



REFORMATION. 31 

protested against popery and its errors, 
bot with very little success ; and that no 
decided protestation was made before the 
time of Wiclif in 124/9, who strenuously 
preached against them. With what suc- 
cess, Gertrude?" 

<' With so little, Ellen, that his follow- 
ers were severely persecuted, and some 
suffered dreadful deaths." 

" Yes, my love, but the work was begun, 
and it was not the work of man ; and by 
slow, but sure steps, amidst many obsta- 
cles it advanced, until that bright and 
glorious day came for England, when the 
Reformation was effected in the reign of 
our—" 

** Henry the Ylllth, Mamma, in the 
time of Luther." 

" Yes, Ellen, (or more properly speak- 
ing, it was effected in the reign of Edward 
the Ylth, or of Elizabeth, as it only com- 
menced in the time of Henry the Vlllth,) 
and I think there is no one instance in 
history in which we can more clearly trace 
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the finger of God than in this great work, 
causing it, as He did, to be effected 
through the private feelings of a king, 
whose very evil deeds were made sub- 
servient to the great purpose for which, 
doubtless, so wicked a man was permitted 
to live. Gertrude, you know well the 
history of that reign, and also that of the 
^ noble army oF martyrs/ whose blood has 
been called * the seed of the Church/ You 
have lately read Cranmer's life, from the 
Theological Library, and I hope that you 
have a clear view of that period in the 
annals of our Church." 

'^I believe that I have, Mamma, and 
also of the compiling of the Liturgy, 
which I think that we are bound to love, 
if only for the martyrs* sakes." 

'* Indeed, I feel with you, my dear Ger- 
trude. ^ To quit the forms of the Esta- 
blished Church is to quit the font at which 
they were baptized, the altars at which 
they knelt, and the graves where they are 
buried.' ^ The fathers of our reformed 



REFORMATION. 33 

Churchy Cranmer, Hooper, Ridley, Lati- 
mer, &c., who arranged her Liturgy, were 
men eminently filled with the Spirit of 
God :' and * God set his seal to the 
Church, and acknowledged her for his 
own, when He received and honoured their 
dying and glorious testimony on her be- 
half' What Church but our own can pro- 
duce such a testimony? Ellen, what is 
the meaning of the word Martyr ?'* 
** Witness, Mamma, is it not ?" 
" Yes, my dear ; but all witnesses are 
not martyrs, although all martyrs are 
witnesses. A confessor of the truth (that 
is, one who attests it by suffering, short of 
death) is also a witness, but a martyr is 
one who dies for the cause to which he 
bears witness. Thus, our English martyrs 
were, indeed, noble witnesses to the truth; 
and even if we were not able to trace our 
Church back to earlier primitive ages in 
its r^-established, r^-formed discipline and 
doptrines, yet the testimony these men 
gave to the necessity for greater purity. 
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sealed by ' their resistance unto blood,' 
and supported (so amply supported) and 
borne out by the pure word of God itself^ 
would be sufficient to make us cling to our 
own Church." 

'* I feel all that you say. Mamma/ 
said Gertrude. 

**I think I am now ready, my dear 
children/' said Mrs. Herbert, ^' to answer 
any questions that you may wish to ask 
me respecting our Church of England, as 
I prefer your asking me those things 
which you wish to know^, to giving you 
a long, and perhaps dry, lecture on the 
subjects" 

** First, then, Mamma, will you tell us 
what is meant by ^ the Visible Church of 
Christ?'" 

'^ Various meanings are attached by va- 
rious persons to that expression, Gertrude. 
I believe that scripture and our Church 
sanction but one, which I will give you, 
although not in my own words. 'The 
visible Church of Christ is that company 
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of men throughout the worlds who have 
been called out of the power of Satan into 
the kingdom of God^ by the gospel of 
Jesus Christ'; and who hold the faith of 
the Apostles^ follow their rules, and are 
guided by their practice.' Get your 
Bibles, my dear children, and I will show 
you some passages which prove that the 
Church must hold the Apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship to have any claim to iden- 
tity with the Church established by Jesus 
Christ, or any well-founded hope of par- 
ticipating in its privileges. Find Matt. 
xxviiL 20; Luke x. 16; John x. 16; 
Acts ii. 4@; which are very conclusive. 
There is also ample scripture authority to 
show, that the Apostles considered unity 
in the primitive Church essential ; and if 
it was so then, surely it is so now. Find 
Acts ii. I, and Acts iv. 32 ; Rom. xv. 5, 6 ; 

' See alflo the 19th Article, as before quoted, page 
18. It was quoted there to illustrate the word, Church. 
Gertrude is referred to it here, to give her the ex- 
planation it contains of the FiHNe Church. 
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Gal. iii. 28 ; 1 Cor. i. 10 ; Phil. i. 27 ; 
1 Peter iii. 8. 

*' Thank you. Mamma/' said Gertrude^ 
after finding and writing down these texts ; 
** and now please to tell us what is meant 
by the ' Invisible Church ?' " 

" I cannot agree, Gertrude, with those 
who suppose that there are two Churches, 
visible and invisible. Scripture does not 
say so, but, I think, leads us to the view 
that the visible and invisible Church are 
the same, viewed under difierent aspects. 
And this in many senses. For instance 
— the visible Church consists of Clergy 
and Laity; and we may call the same 
Church invisible^ because unseen influences 
support it. Again — we see the visible part 
of the Church, but there is (God be 
praised) an immense company of its mem- 
bers invisible to us, existing in the world 
of spirits. I think these distinctions are 
sufficient for your understanding the an- 
swer to your last question, Gertrude." 

*' I wisb/' continued Mrs. Herbert, 
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you would both write down as much as 
you can recollect of all that I have said to 
you ; but not now. You have been talk- 
ing and thinking of this long enough. Go 
into the garden, where I see that your 
Papa and Henry are very busy at work." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Privileges in the Church. 

** Mamma/* said Gertrude the next morn- 
ing, " do you consider it a great privilege 
to be a member of the Church ?" 

" Undoubtedly I do, Gertrude, because 
I believe that there are grace and power 
in the Church, which Christians cannot 
find elsewhere." 

" Then," said Henry, " do not you 
think that dissenters may be saved, 
Mamma ?" 

**My dear boy," said his mother, "I 
believe that all who ^ love the Lord Jesus 
Christ ' will be saved, and many conscien- 
tious dissenters put to shame those who 
enjoy far higher privileges." 

" But," said Mr. Herbert, " as far as 
they are schismatics^ they are guilty of 
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sin. Let the example of pious men, not 
belonging to the Church, make us ex- 
amine ourselves how we employ our supe- 
rior advantages. Many, many there are, 
who have been admitted into the Church 
by baptism, and who will consequently 
while in this life continue, in a certain 
sense, her members, who, nevertheless, do 
not profit by the privileges to which they 
thereby have a claim. Of these, Simon 
Magus is an example in the early 
Church." 

" My dear children," said Mrs. Herbert, 
'^I wish to make these conversations in- 
fluence you practically ; and, therefore, I 
wish you clearly to see the claims which 
the Church has on youy and the privileges 
which you enjoy in being members of it, 
and especially of its English branch. So 
may you stimulate your faith, and pray to 
be enabled to act up to your high calling in 
Christ Jesus. Remember, that the Church 
must shine before men by the light of in- 
dividuals, and were we all worthy members, 

e2 
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and did we live up to our privileges, what 
an attraction should we present to our dis- 
senting fellow Christians ! May it not be 
ours to feel that our sin keeps them aloof! 
Indeed, I feel that our present privileges 
are very great, and that for the use we 
make of them we are accountable to our 
Heavenly Father." 

" Indeed, my love, you are right," said 
her husband. ^' I often think that if all 
the members of the Church were living 
branches, and that if all who love Christ 
were members of His Church, our state 
would be very different and very blessed ; 
and I cannot help feeling, that did we 
strive to live up to our precious and ex- 
alted privileges, we might be permitted to 
see them more fully. Others now against 
us might become of us, and say, * We will 
go with you, for we see that God is with 

you.' " 

'^ I never thought of this before, Papa," 
said Gertrude. 

" Indeed, my dear Gertrude, it is a sub- 
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ject for individual consideration and indi- 
vidual humility. I feel that we need to 
pray, that God may ' send a shaking among 
the dry bones/ and that His Spirit may not 
be quenched, and that we may worthily 
set forth our vocation as members of His 
Holy and Apostolic Church. Certain it is, 
that, as such, we have a glorious calling, 
and, as your Mamma before said. Scripture 
tells us that virtue in the Church, and in 
her ordinances, was given by the Holy 
Ghost, and such we may not expect to 
£nd elsewhere. May we feel humbly 
thankful for our fellowship !" 

'^ As a conclusion to what your Papa has 
just observed, Gertrude," said Mrs. Her- 
bert, " I will now read you an extract 
from that volume on my work-table, if you 
vrill give it to me. * However fallen is the 
Church, however unconscious of its power, 
it still has the gift to convey and withdraw 
Christian privileges. Caiaphas (wicked 
man as he) was permitted to prophesy, be- 
cause he was the High Priest.' John xi. 

E 3 
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50. Again, ^ Satan cannot quench the 
light of the Church.* ' The Holy Spirit 
has vouchsafed to take up his abode there, 
and the Church will ever bear the visible 
signs of its hidden privileges. Viewed at 
a little distance the surface will be illumi- 
nated, though the light streams from aper- 
tures that might be numbered.' Should 
not we each try to be one of these aper- 
tures ? We have again said more than you 
can understand, perhaps, my little Ellen, 
but I hope that your sister can understand 
and feel all that we so desire that she 
should do; although I do not consider 
either of you competent to understand 
much that is connected with this subject. 
I have not, therefore, entered on any thing 
but what I believed to be suitable to your 
comprehension." 
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CHAPTER V. 

DistingtiishiDg Marks of the Church — Apostolic suc- 
cession — Church of England. 

" Mamma/' said Gertrude, " EUen is not 
quite sure now, what are the signs by which 
we may know any body of Christians to be 
a branch of the Church ?" 

" When they hold the faith of the Apos- 
tles, my dear, follow their rules, and are 
guided by their practice. The signs of 
their doing so are these. If the sacra- 
ments be duly administered according to 
Christ's ordinance, and if the pure word of 
God be preached in God's appointed way 
— namely, by ministers who have received 
their ordination in a direct line from the 
Apostles." 

** Now, Mamma," said Gertrude, " you 
are coming to what I so very much wish to 
understand. Papa and you talk of Apos- 
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tolic succession, and I cannot clearly un- 
derstand what you mean by it." 

** I will try to make it clear to you, my 
love, by reading you a quotation from 
Bishop Fleetwood, which will, I think, be 
intelligible to you, and which is the most 
simple and beautiful account of the consti- 
tution of the Christian Church that I ever 
read. * The first bishop in the Christian 
Church was our blessed Lord Himself, 
called therefore by St. Peter the * shep- 
herd and bishop of our souls.' His twelve 
Apostles were his presbyters, and his 
seventy disciples, as it were, his deacons. 
Whilst our Saviour lived on earth. He 
ruled and governed his Church personally ; 
and though the Apostles could preach, and 
baptize, and pronounce remission of sins, 
which is the priest's office now, yet could 
they not give others a commission to preach 
the Gospel. But when Christ was risen, 
and ready to ascend into heaven. He then 
enlarged the apostolical power, and gave 
them authority to collect and settle 
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Churches, and to give commission to others, 
as He Himself had done. ' As my Father 
hath sent me/ said He, * even so send I 
you.' (John xx. 22,) And when He had 
said this, He breathed on them, saying, 
* Receive ye the Holy Ghost ;' signifying 
to them, by this emblem of breathing on 
them, that they should be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost in a short time, and that 
they should receive power after that the 
Holy Ghost was come upon them. And, 
therefore, when they had received the 
Holy Ghost at the day of Pentecost, they 
began to collect and settle the Church, and 
to govern by those rules they had received 
from Christ. It is certain that the Apos- 
tles by this commission received an addi- 
tional power to what they had before. Our 
Saviour had sent them out to preach and 
baptize in his lifetime, but now He sent 
them even as He Himself was sent by the 
Father. Now it is certain that they could 
not be sent by Him to be mediators and 
redeemers as He was; for ^ there is but 
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one Mediator between God and man^ the 
man Christ Jesus.' Therefore this new 
commission can be understood only of the 
same authority of exercising Church dis- 
cipline, (or spiritual jurisdiction,) which 
Christ Himself had received of the Father, 
and of ordaining others to the same office. 
By virtue of their first ordination they 
preached the Gospel while Christ con- 
tinued with them in the flesh ; but by this 
last, supplying the place of their Master, 
they themselves also appointed others with 
the same episcopal authority which they 
had themselves received. For it is plain 
that this commission was not merely per- 
sonal to the Apostles, but designed to con- 
tinue in the Church as long as it should be 
militant here on earth, because our Saviour 
upon granting it promised to be with them 
* alway, even unto the end of the world.' 
(Matt, xxviii. 20.) When, therefore, the 
Apostles had for some time exercised this 
episcopal authority themselves, because the 
number of the faithful daily increased, and 
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they themselyes were not to live always, 
lest the Church should be destitute of this 
authority after their deaths, they invested 
others with this power, whom they set 
over particular churches, that they might 
ordain elders, and govern the flock com- 
mitted to their charge veithin their several 
precincts. 

*' And from these the different Episcopal 
(or Apostolical) Churches now existing in 
the world have been derived by the regular 
and orderly succession of their several 
bishops. These were ordained, as well as 
the ministers of inferior rank, by the lay- 
ing on of the Apostles' hands. 1 Tim. v. 
S2; 1 Tim.iv. 14; Actsvi.6; Actsxiii.3; 
2 Tim. i. 6. Next to bishops in authority 
were appointed priests, otherwise called 
presbyters, or elders — see Acts xiv. 23; 
Titus i. 5 ; and deacons, which last in or- 
der of rank were ordained first by the 
Apostles — see Acts vi. 6; 1 Tim. iii. 
8 — 13. The word deacon means minis- 
ter." 
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"What does the word Bishop mean, 
Mamma ?" said Ellen. 

" Overseer," answered Gertrude. 

Mrs. Herbert went on — " This, then, is 
the episcopal form of government, which, 
as it was the ancient Apostolic form, we 
are bound to retain'. Indeed, we have no 
right to receive ministers ordained in any 
other way than in that appointed by Christ, 
and established by the operation of the 
Holy Ghost ; and you see this was done 
through the laying on of hands by the 
Apostles, and has been handed down from 
them by their successors, the Bishops, to 
the present time — of which we have clear 
evidence from the writings of the earliest 
historians of the Church down to this age. 
The Churchy therefore, throughout die 
world, has these marks of Apostolic origin, 
and may hope to enjoy Christ's presence, 
according to his promise in Matt, xxviii. 
20, that it shall do so * alway* " 

' See Appendix B. 
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** Dear Mamma," said Ellen, " you said 
that the Church of England had peculiar 
claims to our love. What are they ?" 

" My dear, the Church of England is 
not only a true branch of the Catholic 
Church of Christ, but is, in her ordinances, 
her discipline, her liturgies, and her spirit, 
more pure — more Apostolic than any other. 
Besides, she is our nationally established 
Church, Ellen, and being now strictly con- 
formable to Scripture, reminds us that she 
has been watered by the blood of the 
martyrs, whose memory lives in their and 
our liturgies. She is the repository of 
the faith — the pillar and ground of the 
truth — and the branch of the Church the 
most fully and abundantly extended and 
blessed." 

** You say that the Church of England is 
the most Apostolic in her ordinances. 
Mamma ?" said Gertrude. " How do we 
know that ?" 

" Because, my love, the writings of the 
Christians in pearly ages, which are still 

F 
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extant, tell us what were the Apostolic 
ordinances, and those of the period im- 
mediately succeeding them." 

" And is our Church similar to the pri- 
mitive Church in these things, Mamma ?'* 
asked Ellen. 

''It is, my dear, as much so as any 
Church can be, allowing for necessary 
national and (at this distance of time) un- 
avoidable alterations. Of these things we 
will speak more fully, and in detail, to- 
morrow. I have no more time to spare to 
talk with you now." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Primitive Church — its Ordinances — Translation 
of the Bible — ^The Liturgy — Spiritual Worship. 

" Mamma/' said Henry, entering the 
room where his mother and sisters were 
seated at work, the next morning, ^^ my 
father has sent me in here, to hear what 
you are going to tell Gertrude and Ellen 
about the resemblance between the ordi- 
nances in our Church, and those used in 
the Apostolic ages." 

" Yes," said Ellen, " Mamma has been 
questioning us about what she told us 
yesterday; and when you came in, we 
were asking her what was known of the 
ordinances of the primitive Church from 
the writings of the early Christian histo- 



rians." 
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" We learn from them, my love," said 
her mother, " the manner of worship, the 
mode of administering the sacraments, and 
services, in the Apostolic ages, and those 
immediately succeeding." 

" And you said. Mamma," said Ger- 
trude, ^' that, in these things, our Church 
resembles the early Church as much as 
any now can do so." 

" It does, Gertrude, allowing for neces- 
sary differences. We have the sacraments 
in the very spirit of their administration 
in the early Church. Farts of our services 
resemble theirs, and the very prayers that 
we use, they used also. Witness the col- 
lects. That of St. Chrysostom, for ex- 
ample, called by his name, who lived" — 

" A.D. 400, Mamma," said Henry. 

^^ Did the early Christians baptize their 
children, and bury their dead, as we do. 
Mamma?" asked Ellen. 

" Infants had sponsors, and the sign of 
the cross was used." 

"Were not people dipped, instead of 
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sprinkled with water, Mamma?" asked 
Ellen. 

"Not always, although I believe they 
were generally dipped, when it was prac- 
ticable; but this is in no way material. 
In Judea, where it is customary to bathe 
dailv, it harmonized more with the na- 
tional customs to immerse the body." 

" Do we read in scripture of any bap- 
tism without immersion, Mamma ?" asked 
Gertrude. 

" There is no direct mention of it, my 
love ; and yet, I think, in the accounts of 
the baptism of whole households, we may 
reasonably suppose that they were bap-* 
tdzed by sprinkling. For instance, in the 
account of the baptism of the jailor and all 
his household, by St. Paul, of which we 
read in the 16th chapter of Acts, 33rd 
verse, we may surely suppose that in the 
dead of the night the whole household 
would not have gone down to the river. 
But, as I said, this is in no way material, 

f3 
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for had it been so^ the Scriptures would 
not have left us in doubt on the point" 

** Ellen asked about the burials, Mamma/' 
said Gertrude. 

•* The dead were carried to the grave 
amidst prayers, thanksgiving, and psalm- 
singing, and buried with respect; although 
not in consecrated ground, purposely set 
apart, until 600 years after Christ." 

" Was the marriage ceremony like ours. 
Mamma ?" asked Henry. 

** Not exactly. The ceremony of be- 
trothal took place some time before the 
marriage, when a ring was given, which 
custom we still retain — as you know. In 
the earliest ages, a ring was frequently 
given in token of honour and respect. Can 
you give me any examples of this ?" 

" Yes, Mamma," said Ellen, ** Pharaoh 
gave Joseph a ring, and Ahasuerus gave 
his ring to Haman." 

" True, Ellen ; find the passages in Gen. 
xli. 4fS; Esther iii. 10. Look also at Luke 



ITS ORDINANCES. 55 

XY. S2, for another proof of its being a 
customary mark of honour. Well ; to con- 
tinue what I was telling you, prayers were 
offered by the minister who solemnized 
the marriage, when he joined the hands of 
the parties, as is now done. I do not 
know that the marriage forms otherwise 
resembled ours." 

''What else. Mamma, was like our 
services ?*' said Ellen. 

'' Confirmation, by the Bishop's laying 
his hands on the heads of those already 
baptized; and until this had been done, 
they could not communicate." 

" Was their Liturgy like ours, Mamma?" 
asked Ellen. 

" In a measure — as we preserve many 
of their collects, and 'short sentences.' 
The Liturgy was read daily, as ours is 
appointed to be, were the order of the 
Church kept up. The Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper was administered every 
Lord's day." 
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" In what manner, Mamma ?" said Ger- 
trude. 

"A prayer for the Church of Christ 
commenced the sei:yice; then alms were 
offered ; collects, thanksgivings, and gloty 
ascribed, followed. The bread and wine 
were consecrated, by using our Lord's own 
words with prayer. The elements were 
then given to the communicants, as they 
knelt round a table fenced in by rails. 
Indeed, their arrangements were much like 
our own. 

" I was reading the other day, in Pal* 
mer's History of the Churchy a translation 
from Justin Martyr, who lived a.d. 150, 
and which, I think, will interest you, as 
giving a fuller account of what I have just 
told you. I will read some parts of it to 
you. ^ On the day called Sunday, all who 
dwell in the city, or in the country, as- 
semble in one place, and the memorials of 
the Apostles and the writings of the pro- 
phets are read, as the time permits. Then, 



ITS ORDINANCES. 57 

when the reader ceases, the president (or 
bishop) exhorts and admonishes, to the 
imitation of these excellent precepts. We 
all then rise together, and send up prayers.' 
And, * those who are wealthy, and so dis- 
posed, contribute each as he pleases, and 
the collection is deposited with the presi- 
dent, who assists the orphans, and widows, 
and those who are in want,' &c. * When 
the prayers cease, bread, and a cup of 
wine and water, mixed, is brought to the 
president of the brethren, and he taking 
them, offers praise and glory to the Father 
of all, through the name of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit, and maketh a very long 
thanksgiving, because He hath thought 
US worthy of these gifts ; and, when he has 
concluded the prayers and thanksgiving, 
all the people present approve it with ac- 
clamation, saying. Amen. When the pre- 
sident has offered thanksgiving, and all 
the people responded, those who are called 
deacons amongst us give to every one 
present a portion of the bread, and of the 
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wine and water, which has been blessed, 
and carry it to those who are not present; 
and this food we call the Eucharist, of 
which no one is permitted to partake, 
unless he believe in the truth of our 
doctrine, and has been baptized in the 
laver for the remission of sins, and regene- 
ration, and lives so as Christ has taught ; 
for we do not receive it as common bread, 
or common drink, but, as by the Word of 
God, our Saviour Jesus Christ was in- 
carnate, and had flesh and blood for our 
salvation, so, also, we have been instructed, 
that the food blessed by the word of 
prayer, which is from Him, and through 
which our flesh and blood, by a change, 
are nourished, is (spiritually) the flesh and 
blood of that incarnate Jesus. For the 
Apostles, in the commentaries written by 
them, which are called Gospels, have in- 
formed us, that they were commanded to 
do so by Christ, who took bread, and gave 
thanks, and then said, ^ Do this in remem- 
brance of me/ * This is my body.' And, 
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in the same manner, He took the cap, and 
having given thanks, said, ^ This is my 
blood,' and distributed it to them." 

" Thank you, Mamma ; those are very 
interesting extracts." 

'^You have listened to them with so 
much attention, that I will read you from 
the same book a preceding translation from 
Justin Martyr, giving an account of the 
celebration of baptism in the early Church* 
* We shall relate,' he says, * the manner in 
which those who are renewed through 
Christ dedicate themselves to God. As 
many as are persuaded and believe what is 
taught and said by us (Christians), and 
promise that they will live accordingly, 
are instructed with prayer, and fasting, to 
beseech from God the remission of their 
sins ; we. also fasting and praying along 
with them. Then we bring them to a 
place where there is water, and they are 
regenerated in the same mode of regene- 
ration, as that with which we were our- 
selves regenerated; for then they are 
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washed in water, in the name of God the 
Father, and Lord of all, and of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, and of the Holy- 
Ghost : for Christ Himself said, Exjcept ye 
be regenerated, ye cannot enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.' So far Justin Martyr. 
The excellent author goes on to say, * This 
was the manner in which all converts froin 
heathenism were admitted into the Chris- 
tian Church, and made partakers of all its 
blessed promises and privileges. When 
infants were baptized, the parents or god- 
fathers made the same engagements in 
their name. The practice of infant bap- 
tism was generally established before the 
time of Irenaeus (a.d. 178), and in that of 
Cyprian (a.d. 250) ; the question was only 
whether they ought to be baptized before 
the eighth day after their birth. As in- 
fants had been admitted by circumcision 
into covenant with God under the older 
dispensation ; and as our Lord had shown 
his favour to them by taking them in his 
arms, blessing them, and saying that ^ of 
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such is the kingdom of heaven/ and as it 
is related that the Apostles baptized whole 
households of their converts — the Church 
always believed that the children of Chris- 
tians ought not to be left in the condition 
of heathens, but received at once into 
the Christian body by holy baptism, and 
instructed to walk worthy of the high gifts 
which they had received." 

" Was the daily service a set form, 
Mamma?" asked Henry. 

** Certainly, my dear. Did I not say 
so ? As soon as the extraordinary gifts of 
the Spirit had disappeared, none but set 
forms of prayer were used. The Lord's 
Prayer ; the Psalms ; the Apostles' prayers 
and blessings ; the Saviour's form of bap- 
tism ; furnished the foundation of their 
liturgies." 

"Were the Scriptures daily read?" asked 
Gertrude. 

"Yes; but not in settled portions at 
first, as they were liable to interruptions ; 
but portions of each Testament were daily 
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read — and I need scarcely tell you, Ellen, 
that this was in the vulgar tongue, nor 
that the whole services were performed in 
the language of the congregation. Of this 
we can scarcely estimate the blessing, but 
the members of the Romish Church would 
indeed be benefited by such a privilege." 

*^ When was the Bible first translated into 
English, Mamma ?*' asked Ellen. 

^^ The Psalms were the first parts trans- 
lated into English, my dear, by a Bishop 
of Sherborne, A.D. 706. Wiclif first 
translated the whole Bible into English, 
but Gertrude will tell you how it suc- 
ceeded." 

^' It was forbidden to be read," said Ger- 
trude, " and until the time of Henry the 
Vlllth, no English version of the Scrip- 
tures appeared, when Tyndal had the New 
Testament printed in English^ at Ham- 
burgh." 

" Very well, Gertrude. Several copies 
were then made, but only allowed to be 
partially read, and that at the intercession 
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of Cranmer. But it was not until 1611 
that the Scriptures were printed in Eng- 
lish as we now have them. Who reigned 
in England then, Ellen ?" 

Ellen thought an instant, and then an- 
swered, ^' James the First, Mamma.'* 

** This translation," said Mrs. Herbert, 
^^ was made by forty-seven learned univer- 
sity men, and revised by the heads of the 
universities, and the Bishop of Winchester. 
It was afterwards revised by Dr. Smith, 
who has prefixed arguments to the several 
books. Since that time no authorized 
version of the Scriptures has been made." 

** Has not the Book of Common Prayer 
been in use ever since that time. Mamma V* 
asked Gertrude. 

"Yes, my dear," said Mrs. Herbert. 
" With no very material alteration, it has 
been used since the time of Edward the 
Vlth, when the Thirty-Nine Articles were 
condensed from forty-two (the original 
number). The Bible has been publicly 
and uninterruptedly read since the reign of 
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Elizabeth. How many privileges have we 
to account for, nationally and individually, 
with every help to the understanding of 
that book, which in many countries (and 
those Christian countries) is not even al- 
lowed to be studied in secret !'* 

" Did Papa ever show you a Bible that 
he has, each book all in one, with no divi- 
sion into chapters and verses, Ellen?" 
asked Gertrude. 

" No, Gertrude. What Bible is there 
without chapters and verses, and how comes 
it to be so ?" 

" Papa told us," said Henry, " that the 
Bible was not originally divided into chap- 
ters and verses, which division originated 
with the Jews, and was first applied to the 
New Testament in 1346; and in 1511 
Robert Stephens divided the Bible into 
chapters and verses, as we now have it." 

"Well remembered, Henry," said his 
mother ; " and now we will return to the 
Liturgy, Gertrude, about which you wished 
to learn something more. You recollect 
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that, before the Reformation^ the services 
of the Church were conducted, according 
to the Romish form, in Latin. The first 
effort to make public worship more con- 
sistent with the spirit of Scripture, and 
with the Apostolic practice, was in 1537, 
when a book was set forth by authority of 
Henry the VII Ith, containing the Lord's 
Prayer, the Creed, the Ten Command- 
ments, Aloe Maria, and the Seven Sacra- 
mentSy which last show that the book was 
not free from Popish error.** 

'^ But it was in English, Mamma, so one 
step was gained," said Gertrude. 

"Yes, my dear; and in 1545 another 
was published, called the King's Primer, 
containing the morning and evening prayer 
very little differing from the services we 
use at present, the Venite — Te Deum — 
Creed — &c., being just as we now have 
them. In the first year of Edward the 
Ylth, the Lord's Supper was administered 
in both kinds to the laity. You know that 
one of the perversions of the Romish 
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66 THE LITURGY. 

Church IS to refuse the cup to the laity — 
although until one thousand years after 
Christ, such an omission was never heard 
of. Well, the worship of saints was then 
' discontinued, all images destroyed, and I 
believe that an English Bible was gene- 
rally placed in the churches for public use. 
The Homilies were then composed. In 
1548 a committee of thirteen divines (in- 
cluding Craumer and Ridley) was appointed 
by the Convocation of the Clergy to draw 
up and revise the whole Liturgy, including 
the daily prayers, the baptismal, confirma- 
tion, matrimonial, and burial services ; also 
the communion service, and those for spe- 
cial occasions; and this was done with a 
judgment and discretion which, I think, 
gives us every reason to believe that the 
compilers of our beautiful Liturgy were 
assisted by Divine guidance and direction 
in their important work.'' 

" What were these services compiled 
from, Mamma ?" asked Henry. 

** Partly from the different offices used 



THE LITURGY, 67 

in England. 'Whatever there was that 
savoured of superstition was rejected, while 
all that was unexceptionable was retained.' 
Prayers to the saints, for instance, and such 
like, were expunged, aud the people were 
provided with a Christian ritual in their 
own language. ' So judiciously was this 
done,' says one of our divines, ' that while 
nothing was allowed to remain that could 
offend a reasonable Protestant, nothing 
was inserted that could prevent a conscien- 
tious Roman Catholic from joining in the 
service." 

" And did it so remain. Mamma ?" asked 
Gertrude. 

" Not exactly ; it was altered by Cran- 
mer, and two German reformers, Bucer, 
and Peter Martyr. The confession, abso- 
lution, and forms of consecration, were 
added, and the whole was again confirmed 
in Parliament in 1551. This became of 
course a prohibited book in the reign of 
Mary." 

" And then was it used again when Eli- 
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zabeth succeeded her. Mamma V enquired 
Gertrude. 

" It was, my love ; the Act of Parlia- 
ment suppressing it was then reversed, and 
a Committee of Divines was appointed to 
revise the two liturgies of Edward, and 
compile a book of Common Prayer from 
them. The Litany was slightly altered ; 
the situation of the chancel, and places 
for reading the different services, decided ; 
clerical vestments were settled; and prayers 
for the Queen, and clergy, were added." 

'^ And was this edition suffered to re- 
main, Mamma?" 

'^ Till the reign of James the First, when, 
after a conference between the King and 
the Bishops, some small additions were 
made, and that part of the Catechism re*^ 
specting the Sacraments was added, and so 
it remained till the Restoration." 

** Was it used, then, during the time of 
Cromwell, Mamma ?" asked Gertrude. 

** Certainly not. It W93 not used, but 
it was not altered. It was set entirely 
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aside, and a Directory appointed in its 
stead. This Directory, in fact, was the 
same as that now used in the Established 
Kirk of Scotland, which is of Presbyterian 
form, you know, and also in many of the 
bodies of dissenters from the National 
Kirk, who still retain their adherence to 
* The Confession of Faith.' The Liturgy 
was condemned as a mixture of Popery 
and heresy, and those who used it even in 
private were fined." 

'* Was it used again in the same form at 
the Restoration, Mamma ?" 

" Not precisely. It was reviewed by 
the Episcopalian and Presbyterian Divines, 
who had several meetings to decide on its 
use. On the Presbyterian side, they pro- 
posed to substitute a new Liturgy of Bax- 
ter's compiling, which the Bishops entirely 
rejected. They, however, proposed some 
alterations, which, being non-essential, and 
only requisite to meet the changes of the 
times, I need not detail to you. These 
were agreed to." 
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'^And in that state we have it now, 
Mainma^ have we not ?" asked Henry. 

^'YeSy the whole lAturgy was then 
brought to the state in which it now stands, 
and was set forth by Act of Parliament in 
1661. You have often heard your Papa 
speak of the alterations which have been 
proposed in late years, and express his 
earnest thankfulness that they have not 
been attempted." 

" And yet, Mamma," said Gertrude, " I 
have heard that it has been objected against 
our Liturgy, that it is heavy, and wanting 
life and spirit." 

** I think that the hearU of those who 
make that remark must want life and spi- 
rit, Gertrude, and not our beautiful Li- 
turgy. It often strikes me, when I hear 
similar complaints made of the services of 
our Church, that it is the fault of those 
who join in them, and not of the services 
themselves." 

'^ Perhaps it is. Mamma; but tell me how 
to join in them with comfort and anima- 
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tion, which I feel conscious of not doing 
as I ought to do." 

** By reaUy joining in them. It is sad 
to see in many congregations the whole 
service performed, as it were, for the peo- 
ple, by the minister and derk. The min- 
ister indeed leads our devotions, and his 
prayers /or us are valuable ; but the chief 
design of our daily service is to unite in 
worship. This we should do by making 
the prayers ofiered up for us by the minis-' 
ter our own, by joming heartily in spirit, 
and in voice at their concluding Amen, 
and thus applying them to ourselves ; — ^by 
taking our part in the reading of the 
Psalms ; — by making for ourselves our con- 
fession of sin: — by repeating for ourselves 
our profession of belief; — and in all those 
parts where the people are required by the 
Rubric so to do, to join in voice. Were 
whole congregations animated and joining 
thus, Gertrude, I do not think we should 
have reason to complain of the want of 
life in our services.'* 

" No, indeed. Mamma, it would be quite 
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inspiring; and I hope, in future, that I 
shall take my part better than I have 
hitherto done." 

" But, Mamma," said Ellen, " I heard 
you telling Susan on Sunday, that she 
should not read aloud with the clergy- 



man." 



" I did, Ellen ; but the part which I told 
Susan that she was not to read was the 
absolution. Do you not see the differ- 
ence ? It is the privilege of the Minister 
solely^ to declare God*s absolution to us, 
and we are to listen to it, and by joining 
in the Amen at the close of it, make our 
petition to share in it. Besides, I said 
that we were to take the parts in our 
services enjoined by the Rubric, and your 
Prayer-Book will tell you which these are. 
In many of the prayers, too, and thanks- 
givings, the Minister is our mouth-piece, 
and we are not to join audibly, until the 
concluding Amen." 

^' Most people leave the responses en- 
tirely to the clerk. Mamma." 

*^ They do, my dear, in perfect forget- 
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fulness that the Rubric enjoins them all 
to be said by the people.'^ 

^^ Ellen, I see that jou kneel imme^ 
diately after the Creed; you should not 
do so, until the Minister and people have 
exchanged their salutation, which is a very 
ancient form taken out of Scripture. Do 
you know what I mean, Gertrude ?" 

Gertrude had referred to the Prayer 
Book, and said, '^ the Minister is first to 
pronounce, before the people kneel, the 
words * The Lord be with you.'" 

" From 2 Thess. iii. 16," said Mrs. 
Herbert, " and the people return the 
Minister's commendation of them to God, 
with a like prayer, in the very words of 
St. Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 22, * And with thy 
spirit.' This form was in use in the early 
Church. I always feel that it is a touch- 
ing one, and a means to remind us to pray 
for the minister who is going to pray for 
us. Indeed, I wish that we felt more 
generally the spiritual ties between us and 
our appointed minister. We should find 

H 
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it a great help and encouragement^ and he, 
too, would feel it a comfort in his arduous 
duties, to know that his people prayed 
for him, and felt bound to him as the 
minister of God to them. These sentences 
being used as a salutation between the 
minister and his people, Ellen, you see 
that it is not proper to kneel as we do 
when addressing God, until the Minister 
says, ' Let us pray ;' when I heartily wish 
that all people would kneel where the 
rubric enjoins. It is distressing to see 
the careless, irreverent postures often as- 
sumed during the prayers; and we have 
scriptural authority — St. Paul's, and our 
Saviour's examples — to kneel during 
prayerj did not our own feelings lead us 
to adopt this posture in praying to 
Almighty God. You are accustomed, from 
habit and es:ample, to kneel; yet my 
children, let me say, watch yourselves, that 
it is not habit merely, but that humility, 
and earnest devotion of the spirit, accom- 
pany the outward posture of humility.'* 
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* * I have tried," said Ellen, ** to sing in 
Church, since I saw that you always do, 
Mamma, but I never can, for I feel 
ashamed to do so." 

*^ If you really sang * to the praise and 
glory of God,' my dear Ellen," said Mrs. 
Herbert, "your only reason for feeling 
ashamed would be, that you could not 
sing as joyously as you desired to feel. 
Indeed, I always do sing in Church, for 
I feel that it is as much a part of united 
worship as any other part of the service. 
I wish that it were generally so consi- 
dered." 

" Then, Mamma, what a different idea 
we should have of our services, did all con- 
gregations join as you say they ought to 
do." 

" We should indeed, Ellen, did we use 
our beautiful and spiritual Liturgy, as its 
framers intended that we should do." 

"Has not the Liturgy faults then, 
Mother ?" asked Henry. 

" I will answer that question, my dear 

h2 
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boy^ in the words of a pious and good 
jnaxi : — * As to our Liturgy, it is a human 
composition, and I am far therefore from 
thinking it perfect, or incapable of amend- 
ment ; although when I consider the spirit 
of the present times, I dare not wish that 
any alteration should be attempted, lest 
the remedy should be worse than the 
disease.' These words were written nearly 
forty years ago, and the writer would 
almost have felt them more strongly now, 
than he did then'." 

' See Appendix C. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Places of Worship — Ministry. 

'' Mamma, I forgot to ask you when you 
were telling us about the early Church the 
other day, what the places of worship 
used by the early Christians were like?** 
said Ellen. 

'' The first Christian Church is said to 
have been built on the spot where that 
* upper room' stood, mentioned in the 13th 
verse of the 1 st of Acts* Indeed, that room 
was itself ihe first Christian Church. The 
earliest Christian Churches were built 
chiefly in the shape of a ship, or ark." 

" Was there any reason for that, 
Mamma ?" said Ellen. 

*' I rather think that they were so built 
in imitation of Noah's ark, Ellen, for you 
know that the ark was a type of the 

h3 
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Church. For, as the family of Noah was 
collected in a safe ark, and preserved 
through the tempestuous waters, so are 
the members of the Church of Christ pre- 
served in her communion, as in a safe ark, 
on the troublesome sea of this world, on 
their voyage to the haven of Mife eter- 
nal.' " 

** I think that is a very pretty idea. 
Mamma," said Gertrude, ** and I think I 
have heard it somewhere before, but I 
cannot recollect where." 

'^The first prayer in the Baptismal 
service has that type, Gertrude." 

Gertrude found and showed it to Ellen, 
who then said, " Please to go on, dear 
Mamma." 

" You know, my dear, that the body of 
a church and of a cathedral is called the 
nave, which word is derived from navis, a 
ship. But the early churches were not 
confined to the shape of a ship — sometimes 
they were built in the form of a cross. 
The interior arrangements were much like 
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ours, but of course different in different 
buildings. The baptismal fonts were 
always placed in the entrance, which was 
typical of baptism being an entrance into 
the spiritual Church of Christ. The com- 
munion tables were placed at the east side 
of the churches, that being considered the 
most honourable part, because the * Sun 
of Righteousness' appeared from it. 

"What is the meaning of the word 
Altar, Mamma," said Gertrude, '* at least 
I mean, why are the communion tables 
sometimes so called ?" 

"Altars' are so called metaphorically, 
my dear, because on altars sacrifices were 
offered, and the place where we comfnemo- 
rate the great. Sacrifice offered for us is 
so called to remind us of it. In the Ru- 
brics, however, the altar is called the 
Lord's Table, and the word table is, per- 
haps, more appropriate than altar , because 
in receiving the Holy Communion, 'we 

^ See Appendix D. 
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partake of a feast upon a sacrifice,' and 
feasts are always spread on tables* 

'' In the primitive churches;' continued 
Mrs. Herbert, ** there were separate seats 
for the penitents — for catechumens, or 
those in training for baptism (amongst 
adult converts) — for communicants — and 
for those yet unbelievers — so strict and 
distinguishing was the discipline of the 
ancient Church. And I cannot help wish- 
ing, that such discipline was as well kept 
up in the actual wotking of our Church, 
as it is in her appointments and rubrics, 
and as her services suppose it to be. 

*^ I have already told you that bishops, 
priests, and deacons, composed the minis- 
try of the primitive Church. Their powers, 
authority, offices, and degrees, were just 
as we have them now. fFe received them 
from the early Church in due succession, 
and these three degrees of orders — bishops, 
priests, and deacons, episcopaUy ordained^ 
were the only acknowledged ones in the 
Church of Christ for 1500 years. The 
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historians of the Church, from the Apos- 
tolic times until now, concur unanimously 
in assuring us of this, and acknowledging 
them as the powers that be of God. Write 
down the following texts, Ellen, in con- 
nexion with this part of our subject; 
Rom. X. 15; Tit. ii. 15; Heb. xiii. 17. 
My dear Gertrude, you look very thought- 
ful, what are you thinking of?" 

'' I feel glad that I know so much more 
about the Church, Mamma, and I am very 
grateful that I belong to it. Since you 
told me of all the claims that it has on us, 
and especially of its resemblance to the 
early Church, I feel as if nothing could 
ever induce me to leave it." 

" Shall I tell you what you feel, and 
what I feel, my dear child, in the words 
of a good old writer, who says, as far as 
my memory will assist me, ' Can we com- 
pare our Church first with Scripture, and 
then with primitive times, without finding 
those cords of love drawn closer and closer 
round our hearts, which bind us to the 



82 MINISTRY. 

Church of our fathers, and to the land 
which, through their zeal and courage^ 
under the grace of Qod, has been so long 
blest with that Church?"* 



COMMON PRAYER BOOK. 83 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Common Prayer Book — Spirit of the Church Services 
— Baptism — Discipline of the Church — Apocrypha. 

*' Ellen ! Gertrude ! what were you talk- 
ing of so very earnestly this morning in 
the garden^ and what book were you so 
eagerly examining?" 

*^ It was the Prayer Book, Mamma, and 
Ellen and I were saying, that we had 
many more things to ask you before we 
left off our conversations on the Church." 

*'We have been looking over the Li- 
turgy, dear Mamma, and trying to recall 
all that you have told us about it, and 
about the occasional services of the Church, 
derived in part from the early Church; 
and we have been reading also the occa- 
sional services for special days, which fian 
only be applicable to the Church of 
England." 
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** These aenrioes of oomse. Mamma, are 
oompazatiTelj modem?" asked £lleii* 

'* Thejaie so^mj love, necessarily ; and 
were compfled, of comse, to meet national 
needsb The forms of prayer for the Fifth 
of November, for the commemoration of 
the Martyrdom of King Charles, &c., being 
days which were rightly considered de- 
sirable for ns to observe religiously.*' 

'^ Henry said this morning. Mamma, that 
the prayers in oar liturgy have been taken 
chiefly from the Romish Missal." 

" Henry made a mistake, Ellen. The 
Church of England, in the arrangement of 
her offices, did not follow the Church of 
Rome, but the consent of all the ancient 
Churches. Dr. Stillingfleet says, ' It will 
appear that our Church of England hath 
omitted none of those services wherein all 
the ancient Churches agreed, and that 
when the British, the Gallican, or the 
Royiish differed, our Church hath not fol- 
lowed the Romishf but the other, and 
therefore our dissenters unreasonably charge 
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US with taking our o£Sces from the Church 
of Rome/ Dr. Mihier, too, is very clear 
on this point ; and says decidedly, that the 
service of our Church is far more ancient 
than the Romish Missal. He says, that it 
is impossible, to say how early some parts 
of the Liturgy were written, but that they 
are of very high antiquity. Remember, 
my dear children, what I told you the 
other day ; that while our Reformers did 
not scruple to introduce new collects, and 
new liturgical arrangements into our forms 
of worship, yet that the chief part of their 
work, was the purification of the ancient 
services from the corrupt mixtures of 
Popery : and that, therefore, in our daily 
service, we may feel that we are praying in 
the same words, in which the early Chris- 
tians, and Martyrs of the primitive Church 
offered their petitions ; and the thought of 
this is, I always feel, a great help and 
advantage to the fervour and faith with 
which we now desire to pray." 

** I hope that I shall also feel it so in 

I 
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future, dear Mamma/' said Gertrude; 
*^ but when you speak of the ^ daily ser- 
vice/ what do you mean?" 

*^ Our morning and evening services are 
appointed by the Churchy my love, to be 
read daily ; see the directions given in the 
pre&ce to the Prayer-book, * concerning 
the service of the Church.' The Rubric 
says, * that all priests and deacons are to 
say daity the morning and evening prayer, 
either privately or openly, not being let (or 
hindered) by sickness, or some other urgent 



cause.' " 



** And why is not this generaUy done. 
Mamma?" said Ellen. 

'* Because, my dear, the discipline of 
our Church is in this, as weU as in many 
other instances, greatly relaxed, and this 
fact is much overlooked by those, who 
object to the services of the Church of 
England." 

'*I do not exactly understand you. 
Mamma," said Gertrude. 

'* No, my dear, perhaps not, but I will 
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tell you what I mean. I remember your 
looking very enquiringly at me tlie other 
day^ when that gentleman who called here 
was talking with your Papa, of the objec- 
tions which dissenters make to some of our 
services, and he said he thought some of 
these objections reasonable." 

'^ I quite remember it now. Mamma, and 
recollect that I meant to ask you more 
about it, for I did not clearly understand 
what Papa said in reply." 

*' What is the. objection that dissenters 
make to our services, Mamma?" asked 
Ellen. 

" The objection, my dear, (that is not 
confined to dissenters, but which is also 
made by many members of the Church to 
her services,) is, that they assume too 
much, and that their language is too cer- 
tain as to the grace that the ordinances of 
the Church convey, and too secure as ap- 
plied to her members." 

" That I can understand, Mamma," said 
Gertrude, "for I have often half won- 

ig 
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dered how the burial service, for instance, 
could be generally and appropriately 
used." • 

" I am glad, then, my love, that I hap- 
pened to speak of this, because I think 
that I can show you, that it is only firom 
ignorance of the spirit of our services, and 
of the existing discipline to accord with 
which they were composed, that such ob- 
jections can be made. In the first place, 
I would say that there is 9i, peculiarity in 
the language which the Church uses in her 
formularies which is frequently misunder- 
stood, and yet nothing can be more in ac- 
cordance with Scripture." 

" What is that, Mamma ?" 

" I virill tell you. The Church takes it 
for granted that her members are what 
they profess to be, and indeed what their 
Christian profession would oblige them to 
be, were the discipUne of the Church 
rightly kept up, or they would not be suf- 
fered to remain in communion with her. 
And this charitable language is in accord* 
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ance, as I said, vfith Scripture, and with 
the practice of the Apostles." 

^' How do we know that. Mamma ?" said 
Gertrude. 

" A moment^s thought, my love, would 
enable you to answer that question for 
yourself," said Mrs. Herbert. ** St. Paul 
addresses his Epistles to the visible 
Churches of Christ, and speaks of them 
in wide terms as ' Saints,' addressing the 
whole body in language expressive of 
exalted privileges, on the supposition 
that they were really such as their pro- 
fession required of them. St. Paul ad- 
dresses the Corinthians, as ^ sanctified in 
Christ Jesus,' ^ called to be saints.' 1 Cor. 
L 2. The first thirteen verses of the first 
of Ephesians axe also a striking example 
of this — ^and we cannot surely suppose that 
aU the members of the Churches St. Paul 
addressed, were saitds, and holy, any more 
than we dare believe, or hope, that all her 
members are so at this age of the Church. 
Indeed, in the case of the Corinthians, we 

i3 
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know it was not so, because in his first 
epistle to them, St. Paul charges them with 
very gross enormities." 

^^ But is it not inconsistent then, dear 
Mamma, to address people committing 
^ gross enormities,' as saints, and holy ?" 

'^ In one sense it would certainly be so ; 
but remember that all whom St. Paul thus 
addressed had been received into the Chris- 
tian Church by baptism, and were thus 
adopted sons of God, and ^ made members 
of Christ,' They were miserably and 
doubly guilty in losing sight of their rela- 
tionship to God, but that real and actual 
relationship once entered into can never be 
lost, though the saving benefits of it may. 
Their privileges remained the same, though 
they neglected, or in some cases renounced 
them. Thus was their sin the greater; as 
the prodigal son was more to blante, being 
a son, than he would have been had he 
been but a stranger in his father's house, 
which he abandoned. And the Church, in 
the language of her services, follows Apo- 
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stolic example in this respect, for the mem- 
bers of the Church have been, as the Corin- 
thians were, ' by one Spirit, all baptized 
into one body.' 1 Cor. xii. 13." 

"Then, Mamma, may we really and 
truly apply such language to ourselves ?" 

" That is the very question that I was 
wishing that you would ask me, Gertrude* 
I wish to guard against giving you an 
abstract view of the Church, which would 
profit you nothing; but I wish to show 
you your personal and lively interest in 
her, as having been baptized into her com- 
munion, and brought, through her ordi- 
nances, into actual relationship with God 
our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Instead of looking at these privileges at a 
distance, as those to which you may be en- 
titled, I wish you to feel that they are ac- 
tually yours ; that your being made in your 
Baptism ' a member of Christ, a child of 
God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven' was a real and present blessing, 
God then making you of his own free 
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grace, his child by adoption, and giving 
you a claim on his promises as such." 

"I never thought in this way of my 
baptism before, Mamma,'* said Gertrude, 
'^ and I feel that if I could act as if I be- 
lieved all that you have just said, I should 
find much more help and comfort in my 
efforts to conquer my natural sinfulness, 
and to live as a child of God." 

"This is what I desire for yoa, Ger- 
trude ; and I feel that I have neglected my 
duty, in not earlier giving you this know** 
ledge, as the foundation on which to raise 
your Christian character." 

" I have always believed, Mamma, that 
my baptism made me an outward member 
of the Church, giving me a claim on her 
ordinances, and remitting the curse (under 
which I was bom) due to original sin." 

" It does all this, my dear, but it does 
much more, according to the view taken 
by Scrqiture and the Church. Baptism is 
scarcely ever named in Scripture without 
reference to spiritual influences as con" 
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nected witH it. The Churchy who is the 
keeper and the witness, not only of Holy 
Writ (Art. xx.) but also of early Catholic 
belief, and of the universal sense given to 
Scripture, teaches us, in her 27 th article, 
and the Baptismal service, that together 
with the remission of original sin, we re- 
ceive in Holy Baptism the gift of a new 
nature, the principle of holiness, which it 
is our blessedness to cultivate, or, alas! our 
misery to lose. We are bom ' children of 
wrath.' — By virtue of God's appointed or- 
dinances we are made in Baptism ' children 
of grace.' We are adopted into the state 
and privileges of God's family. God is 
our Father ; we are made joint-heirs with 
Christ, and a power L<t given us, to claim the 
aid and assistance of that Spirit, who at our 
Baptism vouchsafed to enter and purify 
our hearts — and for whose continued influ- 
ences we may still hope, because we have 
received the first-fruits as earnest of them. 
We have had strength and power given to 
us to repel and resist sin, and therefore we 
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may confidently attack it ; and instead of 
always lamenting over our sinful natures, 
as if our victory over them was impossible, 
and our help to conquer them uncertain, 
we may feel, that although by Adam's £Edl 
we all die, so through Baptism into Christ's 
death, we have all been made alive. It is 
ours to improve the privileges thus given, 
and though we all fall from God, it is to 
be feared, and sully our baptismal robe, 
yet we have had it on, and by the once 
given grace of God, may cherish a sure and 
stedfast hope of repeated grace to help us 
to repent, arise again, and amend our lives. 
But while we thankfully acknowledge 
these privileges, and this blessed certainty 
of the past fills us with hope and encou* 
ragement for the future, we must carefully 
watch, lest it lead us into presumption." 

" I do not think it would lead me into 
presumption. Mamma ; for I rather feel as 
if the knowledge that I had a right to such 
glorious privileges would humble me, un* 
der the consciousness that I lived so far 
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beneath them, and that I improved them so 
little." 

" I trust that it would, or rather that it 
foiU do SO9 Gertrude, for the abuse or neg- 
lect of such privileges places us in a far 
worse state than if we had never received 
them ; and the knowledge of this calls us 
doubly to prayer and watchfulness ; for if 
they be not a * savour of life unto life/ 
they will assuredly be that ' of death unto 
death.' Earnestly and practically act on 
this knowledge, my dear children, and 
when you join in the Church services, pray 
that you may, in every sense, deserve their 
true and charitable language. Pray also, 
that those who neglect their privileges, 
may be brought to see them, and either to 
' lead their Uves, according to that b^in- 
ning* or to 'repent and do their first 
works.' 

'* In conclusion at once, and confirma- 
tion of what I have been saying to you on 
this subject, I will read you an extract 
from the wise and pious Bishop Beveridge, 
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which I hope and pray may leave an 
abiding impression, both upon your under- 
standings and your hearts. 

*' * And as for you who are already 
baptized, and born of water and of the 
Spirit, remember the promise which ye 
then made, and perform it. Remember 
how ye then renounced the devil, the 
world, and the flesh ; and let them not 
therefore have dominion over you ; re- 
member the articles of faith which you 
then professed to believe, and hold fiast 
your profession, without wavering; re- 
member the holy commandments which 
you then promised to keep, and do all you 
can to walk constantly in all of them ; re- 
member also the great privileges, which 
God Almighty then conferred upon you, 
in case you keep your word with Him; 
you were then made the members of Christ, 
and so interested in all the merits of His 
death and passion; you were then taken 
out of the world, and translated into the 
Church of Christ, to be instructed, go- 
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vemed, assisted, protected, sanctified, jus- 
tified, and saved by Him ; you were then 
made the children of God ; and if chil- 
dren, then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Jesus Christ, and therefore 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven and eternal 
life ; which you cannot miss of, unless you 
provoke your heavenly Father to disinherit 
you, by the neglect of your duty to Him, 
and by the breach of the promise which 
you made, when you were admitted into 
this happy state, and by not repenting 
of it whDe ye may. 

" * Wherefore, if ye have broken the 
promise which ye made when ye were 
baptized (as I fear ye all have), repent 
immediately, and set yourselves in good 
earnest for the future upon keeping it in 
all respects. Ye were then born of the 
Spirit, and so have it always ready to 
assist you. By this assistance, therefore, 
live now as becomes the children of God, 
and the heirs of heaven ; avoid whatever 
ye know to be offensive to your heavenly 

K 
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Father, aod do all ye can to please Him. 
lAve above this woild, and let your con- 
yenation be where your inheritance lies ; 
strive all ye can to walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called ; that ye 
may shine as lights in the world, and so 
be meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the Saints in light ; vriiere ye will shine 
forth as the Son, in the kingdom of your 
Father.*'" 

" That is very beantifol indeed. Mamma, 
and thank you for reading it to us. WiU 
you go back to the subject on which yoa 
were speaking to us befcve you spoke of 
Baptism ? You were opening a book to 
read something to us, on the language of 
the Church Services, I believe." 

" I was going," said Mrs. Herbert, " to 
read you a short extract from Bishop 
Bradford, which bore immediately on 
what I was saying to you, and which will 
not be at all inappropriate to the remarks 

^ Appendix E. 
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I have since made to you on your Baptis- 
mal privileges. Here it is. ' It is the 
v?ay of the Church to speak to, and of, the 
members of Christ, under such appella- 
tions and expressions, as may seem, at 
first hearing, to imply that they are all of 
them righteous and holy persons. Thus 
the Apostles style those to whom they 
wrote, generally, as saints ' chosen of God,' 
and particularly St. Paul, who says they 
are ' saved by the washing of regenera- 
tion ;' the reason of which is, that they 
were visibly by obligation and profession, 
all this which was thus represented of 
them; the more effectually to stir them 
up, and engage them to live according to 
their profession and obligation'.'" 

" Thank you, dear Mamma, that is very 
clear, and yet it does not go quite as far 
as I wished, because, although I can un- 
derstand the propriety of addressing whole 
congregations, as true members of the 

' See Appendix F. 
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Church, yet I think that these most be 
many cases when such langnage ought not 
to be applied to individuals." 

''My dear difld, pray remember, and 
solemnly ccmsider, that the Church cannot 
search the heart — that the outward profes- 
sions of those who attend on her ordi- 
nances are the only means by which she can 
judge them. It is her du^, and that of 
every Christian, to hope and charitably 
beUeve, 'all things' that are not decidedly 
contrary to the Divine will. The practice 
of many sects of dissenters, in arrogating 
to themselves 'the discerning of spirits,' 
cannot be too strongly objected against, as 
being unscriptural and presumptuous." 

" What do you mean. Mamma V* said 
Ellen. 

" That the custom of many bodies of 
dissenters, my love, is to admit none to 
communion with them, but such as they 
judge to be decidedly living to God. To 
say nothing of the exceeding arrogance of 
the practice, I fear that it is a sad encou- 
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ragement to 'vain-glory and hypocrisy/ 
while many feeble, timid, but sincerely 
penitent spirits, are blindly excluded from 
the advantages of Divine ordinances. Dear 
Gertrude, your eyes say that there is 
something still unsatisfied in your inquiry, 
and I will answer it. There are certainly 
cases in which it would be false charity to 
hope, or to express hope : and with regard 
to the Burial Service, of which I believe 
you spoke just now, recollect, that the 
framers of that service supposed such a 
state of discipline to exist in the Church, 
that all over whom it could not be hope- 
fully and charitably read, would be ex- 
cluded from communion with her." 

" Thank you, indeed. Mamma, you have 
now fully satisfied my mind, and I have 
long felt puzzled on that subject ; I do not 
think that I shall ever feel any difficulty 
about it again." 

'' I think not, Gertrude, for although I 
have not gone into particulars, yet I have 
said enough to satisfy you, and I do not 

k3 
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think it necessary to enter more fully into 
the subject. Although, when you are 
older, it may be a profitable and pleasant 
employment for you to read through, 
and investigate the different services of 
our Church, with such help as some able 
commentators on them may give you." 

" I shall look forward to doing so with 
you, dear Mamma, at some future time," 
said Gertrude. 

*' Mamma, why is not the discipline of 
the Church kept up ?" said Ellen. 

^^ That is a difficult question, my little 
girl, and bearing on so much besides, that 
I can scarcely answer you. The strict dis- 
cipline of our Church has gradually fallen 
into disuse ; and I would far rather, might 
I choose, that it were reinstated in its 
ancient and original appointment by the 
Church, than that (as some desire) our 
beautiful Liturgy were altered to meet the 
relaxed discipline which now prevails.'* 

"Where do we find directions for the 
proper discipline of the Church, Mamma?'* 
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" Her Articles, strictly drawn from 
Scripture, determine her doctrines, my 
love ; the Rubrics in the Common Prayer 
Book, settle the manner of her services 
and ordinances ; but for the discipline of 
the Church we must consult the Canons, 
which were set forth by authority in 1603 ; 
as the reformed ecclesiastical laws which 
had been drawn up at the Reformation 
were never duly sanctioned." 

*' What are Rubrics and Canons, 
Mamma ?" 

" Rubrics, my dear, are the rules and 
orders for the arrangement of Divine ser- 
vice. Those directions which are printed 
in Italics in our Prayer Books are the 
Rubrics. They were so called from the 
Latin word ' rubrica,' signifying red ocire, 
(or paint), as they were formerly printed in 
red letters." 

** Thank you. Mamma. And what are 
the Canons ?" 

'* The word Canon means rule or law. 
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and it has become restricted to mean a 
rule or law of the Church." 

'^ And the Canonical Scriptures, 
Mamma ?" 

" Are those which were received as 
canonical, or oracles of faith unquestion- 
ably inspired, and universally admitted to 
be so by the canons of all the Churches, 
or of the Church every where^ EUen." 

^' And what does the word Apocryphal 
mean, Mamma ?" said Ellen. 

^^ Apocryphal means hidden, or secret, 
from a Greek word, signifying to hide.*' 

*' Why is the name given to the Apo- 
crypha or Apocryphal books in the Bible ?*' 
asked Gertrude. 

'' To express the uncertainty and con- 
cealed nature of their origin* Though 
bound up with many of our Bibles, these 
books are no part of the Bible itself. They 
are supposed to have been written by 
Alexandrian Jews, after the cessation of 
the prophetic office in the Jewish church ; 
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but before the promulgation of the Gos- 
pel, that is, between the time of Malachi^ 
B. c. 400, and the coming of our Lord* 
These books have no sufficient evidence to 
warrant their admission into the sacred 
canon. They were not so admitted during 
the first four centuries of the Christian 
Churchy and they contain many things 
irreconcilable^ both with canonical scrip- 
ture and profane history." 

** Then why are they ever bound with the 
Bible^ and read in the Churchy Mamma ?" 

"Because they are highly valuable as 
ancient writings, which throw considerable 
light on the phraseology of Scripture, and 
on the history and manners of the East. 
And as they contain, besides^ many noble 
and pious sentiments, weighty precepts, 
and edifying examples, our Church, in im- 
itation of the primitive model, decrees part 
of them to be read in the Church for in- 
struction and example, but not to be ad- 
duced in confirmation of doctrine '. You 

' See Appendix G. 
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may read the 6th Article as a conclusion 
to this little digression. We have wan- 
dered away from the questions you in- 
tended to ask me when we began this 
conversation^ which, however, I hope to 
hear, and answer if I can, to-morrow." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Saints' Days. 






Gertrude," said Ellen, the next day, 

get your work ; for Mamma says she is 
now at leisure, and will answer our ques- 
tions about the Fasts and Festivals of the 
Church. Here is your Prayer Book, Gatty, 
whidi wUl remind you of the questions 
that you wished to ask." 

** Yes, Ellen, I remember that the first 
thing that we said we would ask Mamma 
is about those days usually called Saints' 
Days, and why they are kept holy." 

** These annual festivals, my dear," said 
Mrs. Herbert, '^ were instituted at a very 
early period of the Church, in remem- 
brance of the Apostles, and of Martyrs, 
by wham Christianity had been propa- 
gated." 
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" When were they first kept holy. 
Mamma?*' said Ellen, 

" I do not think that has heen ascer- 
tained, my love, but certainly they were 
observed in the second century. They 
were at first kept holy only in the parti- 
cular Church to which the Saints or Mar- 
tyrs belonged; but they were in a short 
time appointed to be observed as they are 
now, and nearly in the same manner as 
that appointed by the Church of England 
in the present day." 

'^ Was the day of their martyrdom the 
day appointed to be kept in remembrance 
of them, Mamma ?" 

" Yes ; which day was called their birth- 
day^ to signify the day on which they 
were bom to a new life of glory. One of 
the old writers says, ^ When you hear of 
the birth-day of a Saint, think not it 
means the day in which he was bom on 
earth in the flesh, but the day on which 
he was bom from earth to heaven, from 
misery to happiness.' Cyprian, Bishop of 
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Carthage (a.d. 250), exhorts his clergy 
carefully to note and observe the days on 
which the Martyrs suffered^ that their 
annual observance might be at the proper 
season." 

'^ But it appears to me. Mamma, that if 
the memory, or birth-^ys, of aU the an- 
cient Martyrs were to be kept, we should 
have a much greater number than we 
have recorded ; but as it is^ we have few 
named in our Calendar besides the Apos- 
tles." 

" You say truly, my dear ; in that case 
almost every day would have been a 
Saint's Day ; and, indeed, these days did 
so accumulate in the early Church, that it 
was found necessary to appoint one com«- 
mon day in each church, for the remem- 
brance of the peculiar Saints and Martyrs 
belonging to it. . At the time of the Re- 
formation, our reformers retained as many 
of these holy days as they thought con- 
ducive to piety, rejecting many of the 
Romish and modem saints that were ob* 
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jectionable, and the celebration of days in 
memory of whom was considered unpro- 
fitable. The list that they retained, you 
will see in one page in the beginning of 
your Prayer Book, Ellen, and also in the 
Calendar, with the table of lessons, as set 
forth by the Statute in the reign of Edward 
the Sixth." 

** And how were the Saints* Days meant 
to be observed?" said Ellen. 

" There is little doubt, my dear, from 
the words of the Statute (which, if you 
like it, I am sure your Papa will read to 
you), that it was originally intended, that 
all these days should be observed some* 
thing in the manner of observing the 
Lord's Day. But this has fallen into dis- 
use: and I regret to say, that in many 
Churches they are neglected altogether.'* 

^' Has not their observance led to great 
abuse of the intention of them, in the 
Romish Church, Mamma .^" asked Ger- 
trude. 

*^ Indeed, it has, my dear. So much so. 
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that our reformers thought it necessary to 
correct many erroneous notions that had 
obtained^ and to guard against the abuse 
of those days ; and in the Statute appoint- 
ing their observance^ of which I spoke 
just now^ it is expressly declared, that 
these days are * not to be kept holy for 
any of the Saints' sake,' but for the sake 
of *the godly and holy works whereby 
God is to be honoured ;' and that these 
days are separated, hallowed, dedicated, 
and set apart unto God, and His true 
worship, and not unto any saint or crea- 
ture. The Saints, whose names distinguish 
these peculiar days, are only to be re* 
garded as an example and encouragement 
to us." 

"Do you think it is useful to us, 
Mamma, to keep these days?" said Ellen. 

"Certainly, my dear. The Church 
would not have appointed them to be 
kept, if it were not so. I should like 
to close this conversation, by reading you 
an extract from your favourite, Jeremy 

l2 
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Taylor, Gertrude, which will answer your 
question, Ellen." Mrs. Herbert read as 
follows: — '*The memories of the Saints 
are precious to God, and therefore they 
ought also to be so to us ; and such per- 
sons as served God, by holy living, and 
holy dying, ought to have their names pre- 
served in honour, and God be glorified in 
them, and their holy doctrines and lives 
published and imitated ; and by so doing, 
we give testimony to the article of the 
Communion of Saints. But in these cases, 
as every Church should be sparing in the 
number of her days, so also should she be 
temperate in her injunctions, not imposing 
them, but upon voluntary and unbusied 
persons, without snare or burden. But 
the holy day is best kept by giving God 
thanks for the excellent persons, Apostles, 
and Martyrs, we then remember, and imi- 
tating their lives. This all may do ; and 
they that can also keep the solemnity, 
must do that too, when it is publicly en- 
joined." 
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'* I like that very much," said Gertrude, 
" and think it is very beautiful." 

** So do I, Gertrude. It inculcates the 
very spirit of keeping these days; and 
"were we so to observe them, according to 
our capabilities, I must think that we 
should find them as beneficial to us, as 
the Church intended that they should be." 



l3 
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CHAPTER X. 

Immoveable Feasts and Fasts. 

** Are you not going to tell us any more 
about the Saints' Days, Mamma?" said 
Ellen. 

« 

" No, my love ; for whatever farther in- 
formation you wish, you may consult 
Nelson on the Fasts and Festivals of the 
Churchy or James on the Collects. I think 
all that you can now wish to know about 
them, must be a sketch of the Saints 
themselves, whose * birth-days' we com- 
memorate, and for this, I would far ra- 
ther that you read, than obtained your 
information from my imperfect sketches." 

" Will it improve us to read the lives of 
the Saints, Mamma ?" asked Ellen. 

" I hope so, my dear Ellen. You are 
very fond of reading biography, and say 
that it improves you ; and surely no bio* 
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graphy can be so really improving, as that 
of the true servants of God. Your Papa 
was telling Henry last night, that he 
should take the life of some great and 
eminent man, which they had been read- 
ing together, as an example of justice and 
generosity. And I think that Scripture 
Biography might be most useful to us as 
examples of piety." 

" You say * Scripture Biography,' 
Mamma?" said Gertrude. 

" I do, my dear, because we were talking 
entirely of the Saints' Days appointed by 
our Church, and consequently, I spoke 
particularly of their lives. And remem- 
ber, * that we do not preserve in our 
Church the commemoration of any Saints 
but Scripture Saints.* " 

" What are the other Fasts and Festi- 
vals annually observed in our Church, on 
the same days of the month, Mamma?" 
asked Ellen. 

'^The immoveable Feasts and Fasts, I 



116 IMMOVEABLE FEASTS 

suppose you mean, my dear. Gertrude 
shall answer you." 

'^ All the Sundays in the year. Mamma, 
are weekly festivals. Then there are the 
Saints' Days, of which you have told us, 
and these commemorate the twelve Apos- 
tles — St. Paul — Barnabas — St. John the 
Baptist — the first martyr, Stephen — the 
Innocents — the Circiuncision of Christ — 
his Epiphany, or showing forth to the 
Gentiles." 

" You have left out the chief immove- 
able feast, Gertrude," said Ellen; ''I 
mean Christmas Day." 

'^ That is, indeed, the chief, Ellen. Yes, 
I forgot to begin with that." 

« Well, go on, Gatty." 

** Then there is a day to commemorate 
aU the Saints — and one also for the 
Angels — one to commemorate the Annun- 
ciation to the Virgin — and one her Purifi- 
cation ; — and I think these are all, except 
indeed the days of the two Evangelists, 
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St. Mark and St. Luke, who were not of 
the number of the Apostles." 

" Why do we commemorate the Purifi- 
cation of the- Virgin, Mamma," asked Ger- 
trude, " as that was a Jewish rite ?" 

"Because, my love, we chiefly com- 
memorate the Presentation of Christ in 
the Temple, which took place at the same 
time, and the Church is surely right in 
observing His dedication to God." 

** I think. Mamma," said Gertrude, 
'' that it is very right also to conunemorate 
the Annunciation to the Virgin, as the 
beginning of that glorious time, when the 
prophecies were to have their fulfilment, 
and the Son of God was soon to come. 

" The question which I asked you about 
observing the Purification of the Virgin, 
Mamma," continued Gertrude, " I wish 
also to ask, and for the same reason, about 
observing the circumcision of Christ, as 
that was a Jewish rite also ?" 

'^ It is observed to commemorate the 
active obedience of Christ, in fulfilling all 
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righteousness/' said Mrs. Herbert, ''and 
by so doing, Christ abrogated for ever 
the severe injunctions of the Mosaic law^ 
and brought in the milder terms of the 
Gospel." 

** Is it not strange, Mamma, that one 
day is to be kept holy in honour of the 
Angels ?" asked Ellen. 

" No, my dear, I think not, when you 
recollect that the Angels are the ministers 
of God towards man. See Heb. i. 14. 
What is the meaning of the word * angel,* 
Gertrude ?" 

Messenger, Mamma.*' 
The angels of God are to us minister- 
ing spirits, and while our Church strongly 
opposes the worshipping them, or paying 
them imdue honour, she has appointed a 
day on which to express our gratitude to 
God for the benefits He has given to the 
Christian Church, through the ministry of 
the holy angels." 

" But do you not think, that thus 
keeping a day in their honour, may lead 
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to worshipping them, Mamma?*' asked 
Henry. 

*' Indeed, my dear, I do not, without 
wilful perversion of the design of this 
holy day — ^for their being but our fellow 
servants, though of a higher order, would 
teach us that they are not to be wor- 
shipped. See Rev. xxii. 9. And St. 
Paul, in the Snd Colossians, expressly 
warns his disciples against worshipping 
angels, thereby not ' holding the Head,' 
the only true object of worship." 

" What are the stationary FastSy Ger- 
trude ?" asked Ellen. 

" The Prayer-Book says that all Fridays 
in the year are to be kept as fast days; and 
also the evenings before the festivals, and 
I do not think that there are any other 
immoveable Fasts." 

'' Yes, my love, the autumn and winter 
Ember weeks are also immoveable Fasts, 
as they are always the first Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday, after the 14th of 
September, and the 13th of December." 
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" I thought that there were four £mber 
weeks in the year, Mamma ?" 

" So there are, my dear ; but the others 
are moveable, depending on Lent and Whit- 
suntide, which they immediately follow." 

" What are the Ember fasts, and why 
are they so called. Mamma?*' inquired 
Gertrude. 

** The Ember Fasts were appointed by 
the Church to consecrate the four seasons 
of the year, and also as special seasons for 
imploring God's blessing on the ordina- 
tions which were to follow, as appointed 
by our Church, on the Sunday after ; it 
being enjoined by one of the canons of our 
Church, that deacons and priests were to 
be ordained on the Sundays immediately 
following these Ember fasts. Various 
meanings are given to this word Ember— 
the most probable of which is, that it is 
derived from a Saxon word, signifying a 
course ; and that these fasts, being annual 
and regular in their recurrence, were pro- 
perly called /a«^« in course.*^ 
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" What is meant by a vigil, Mamma ?" 
asked Ellen. " There are vigils noted 
among the fasts, and I do not know what 
they are." 

" The vigils, my love, are the evenings 
before the festivals, which your sister men- 
tioned just now, in her enumeration of the 
fasts. They are so called from the Latin 
word * Vigiliae,' signifying watchings. This 
name was given them from its having been 
the custom in early ages, to pass great 
part of the nights before festivals, in 
watching and prayer ; and the, name has 
continued, even since it was found de- 
sirable to alter the manner of their ob- 
servance." 

"How are fast days designed to be 
kept by the Church, Mamma?" asked 
Ellen. 

" They are days set apart by the Church, 
my love, in which she appoints that her 
members should especially humble them- 
selves before God, with prayer and re- 
pentance ; and in order to assist them in 

M 
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the discharge of these duties, she further 
enjoins such a measure of restraint on 
their sensual appetites, as may both mor- 
tify the cravings of the flesh, and leave the 
mid more ^engaged for spiritual ex- 
ercises. Of the manner in which the early 
Church kept the fasts, we will speak more 
particularly when we come to the chief 
annual fast of Lent, in our conversation 
on the Moveable Feasts and Fasts, about 
which I suppose you wish also to talk a 
little with me." 

'^O yes, if you please, dear Mamma. 
There are many things that we wish to 
ask you about them, which we cannot find 
in the books we have learnt on these 
subjects.*' 

" Arrange your list for me to-morrow, 
then, Gertrude. I am sure Ellen's me* 
mory wiU not retain more at present." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Moveable Feasts and Fasts. 

" I cannot believe, my dear children," said 
Mrs. Herbert, " that you can require much 
information concerning the principal an- 
nual fasts and festivals of our Church, for 
surely with their history, meaning, and the 
reasons for their observance, you are well 
acquainted." 

" That is true. Mamma," said Gertrude, 
^^ and we have known these things so long, 
that we can scarcely recollect when we did 
not know them ; and yet there are some 
few questions that we wish to ask you 
about them, which we found we could not 
answer ourselves, when Ellen and I were 
enumerating them, and talking over all 
that we knew about them." 

''You shall enumerate them to me then, 

M 2 
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my love, and ask me these questions^ as 
they occur to you in doing so." 

" The first moveable feast in the Eccle- 
siastical year then," said Gertrude, "is 
Advent, which of course we know is kept 
as a preparatory season before the celebra- 
tion of Christmas." 

"You should more properly speak of 
the season of Advent as of a fast, Ger- 
trude, for as such was it solemnly kept in 
the «arly Church, second only to the Lent 
fast." 

" It must always commence on the 
nearest Sunday to the 30th of November, 
must it not ?" said Ellen. 

" Yes ; that the four Sundays in Advent 
may always precede Christmas Day. The 
services, and especially the collects for this 
season, have always struck me as being 
peculiarly fine and touching, and a most 
fitting call to preparation for the grand 
event to which the Christian Church must 
look, i. e. the second advent of our 
Saviour." 
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" The next solemn season in our 
Churchy Mamma/' said Gertrude^ " is that 
of Lent, about which Ellen wished to ask 
you something that I could not tell her. 
The first day of Lent is Ash Wednesday, 
which begins the solemn fast of forty days, 
ordered to be observed (at least, I think 
so) in commemoration of our Saviour's 
temptation in the wilderness. Of the 
three Sundays that precede Lent, I have a 
question to ask. What is the reason they 
are named as they are ?" 

** To explain that, my dear, I must tell 
you that the first Sunday in Lent was an- 
ciently called Quadragesima, or the fortieth 
day before Easter. When the three weeks 
before the Lent fast began to be observed 
as a time of preparation for it, it was in 
accordance with the ordinary mode of com- 
putation to reckon backwards, and, for the 
sake of round even numbers; they counted 
in such cases by decads, or spaces of ten. 
In accordance with this custom, the Sun- 

M 3 



126 MOVEABLE FEASTS 

day before QuadragesimB. would naturally 
be called Quinquageuima,, the one before 
that Sewagesimai because it is the next 
round number, and the next Septnagesima, 
for a like reason." 

** Thank you. Mamma ; does not Lent 
mean Spring ?" 

« It does, my dear, and is derived from 
a Saxon word." 

*' What is the meaning of Shrove Tues- 
day. Mamma, the day before Ash Wednes* 
day r 

" It is derived from the verb, to shrive, 
which signifies to hear, or to make confes- 
sion, which it was anciently customary to 
do on this day." 

" Are there not more than forty days in 
Lent?" asked Ellen, 

*' No, when the Sundays in Lent are de- 
ducted from the period, for it is not the 
custom of the Church ever to keep Sun- 
days as fast days, which are feasts through 
Lent as at other times." 
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" You said yesterday, Mamma, that you 
would tell us something of the manner in 
which the early Church kept Lent." 

" Christians, during the early ages, my 
love, were particularly strict in their ob- 
servance of it, using, for the most part, 
very rigorous fastings. During the whole 
of Lent unusual abstinence was practised, 
and through the last week, commonly 
called Passion Week, peculiarly strict and 
solemn fastings were observed. Lent was 
considered so solemn and holy a season for 
humiliation and repentance, that every 
thing that was of the nature of joy or 
gladness was considered incompatible with 
its proper observance. More frequent 
public devotions were used, and the private 
contritions and mortifications were enjoined 
to be equally increased. St. Chrysostom 
(Bishop of Constantinople in the fourth 
century) particularly inculcated the due 
observance of Lent, and strongly impressed 
on his disciples, that it was to be a spirit^ 
ual observance, and that the outward fasts 
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and mortifications were useless, except in-* 
asmuch as they spiritualized the soul." 

" How can they spiritualize the soul. 
Mamma ?" asked Gertrude. 

" They cannot in themselves, my dear, 
nor indeed can any outward means do so, 
unless blessed to that purpose by the 
Spirit of God, We cannot too fully bear 
in mind our own utter inability to spirit- 
ualize our souls ourselves by anything that 
we do. * We are not able of ourselves to 
help ourselves,' but * our sufficiency is of 
God ;' and this knowledge should make us 
very humble in all that we do. The Holy 
Spirit of God is our only sanctifier, as 
Christ is our only redeemer ; and we could 
as easily do the great work of human re- 
demption which Christ wrought for us, as 
efiect our sanctification, which the Holy 
Spirit alone works in us, by the application 
of the blood of Christ to the soul, and 
which must be sought of Him in humble 
and fervent prayer." 

*' Then how can outward acts spiritual- 
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ize the soul at aU, Mamma ?** said Ger- 
trude. 

" As I said, my love, in themselves they 
cannot — they are nothing. But if under- 
taken in obedience to the directions of 
holy writ ; and also with a view to mortify 
the natural desires of our minds, which are 
opposed to our walk with God; and in 
humble trust on the blessing of God on 
our endeavours, we have reason to hope 
that He will help us, and will purify our 
hearts. In proportion, too, as we are 
enabled to overcome such things in our 
nature as retard our spiritual advancement, 
God will give us a higher taste and desire 
after spiritual things, and sanctify us." 

" And still, whatever we do, it is God's 
work only. Mamma." 

" Just so, Gertrude, if it does anything 
for our souls. In this, as in all things, 
we may * cast our bread on the waters,' but 
it is God only who will bring it to us again 
with a blessing. But recollect, ^ that we 
must not relax our owu exertions, nor ex- 
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pect that Heaven will shower its blessings 
on us merely because we ask them, whilst 
we live in neglect of the means which God 
has appointed for their acquirement. It 
becomes us to follow up our petitions with 
active exertions (in humble dependence on 
the Divine grace). We must *give all 
diligence to make our calling and election 
sure/ and while we implore the assistance 
of Heaven^ we are bound to labour as as- 
siduously as if the whole success depended 
on ourselves.* For, as ' watchfulness with- 
out prayer is presumption, so is prayer 
without watchfulness self-delusion.* But 
this is a subject into which we will not 
now enter farther ; only, let me say — ^pray, 
my dear children, *that the Holy Spirit 
may in all things direct and rule your 
hearts',* because you will not otherwise ^ be 
able to please God.*** 

" How does our Church appoint Lent to 
be kept. Mamma ?'* 

*' I believe, my love, that our Church 
wishes Lent to be observed as much in the 
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spirit the early Christians observed it as 
possible ; as a season of special repentance, 
self-examination, and humiliation; and 
also of such bodily self-denial, as, with the 
aid and blessing of the Holy Spirit on it, 
will best conduce to bring our souls into a 
subdued and contrite state: and I earn- 
estly wish, that her intentions in this res- 
pect were more generally complied with^ 
as I believe, that did we observe the season 
of Lent more strictly, and more in accord- 
ance with the spirit of the early Church, 
we should derive much spiritual benefit 
from so doing \" 

" But surely, Mamma, we ought always 
to repent, and humble ourselves before 
God?" asked Gertrude. 

** Assuredly, my dear child, we ought 
always to do so ; but considering the cor- 
ruption and frailty of our nature, I think 
that the Church has most judiciously ap-^ 
pointed a special season in which we are 
more particularly called on for repentance 

* See Appendix H. 
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and prayer ; and I think that this season is 
wisely placed immediately before Easter^ 
as a preparation for the joy that we should 
then feel; for the sober, thankful, and 
humble gladness, with which every Chris- 
tian should welcome this most joyful season 
of our Church." 

'^ That last observation. Mamma,*' said 
Ellen, '^ reminds me of the question I 
wished to ask you. I cannot understand 
the connexion between Lent and Easter^ 
or rather, how it is that we commemorate 
the temptation of Christ in the wilderness 
at the time immediately preceding Easter. 
How do we know that they happened at 
the same season ; for Gertrude says that 
they were three years apart ?" 

" How so, Gertrude ?" 

" Because, Mamma, Christ was tempted 
in the wilderness at the beginning of his 
ministry, which was three years before his 
death, and yet Good Friday, on which we 
commemorate the close of it, is the last 
day of Lent." 
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** You are right, my dear ; but I should 
say that we do not profess to note the period 
at which the temptation in the wilderness 
took place in our Lent fast ; but I think, 
as that event was to be celebrated in our 
Church, it could not be more properly 
placed than it now is. Some writers on 
this forty days' fast, scarcely seem to re- 
cognize it as a commemorative one at all, 
but merely as a preparation for Easter. I 
believe that Nelson so speaks of it, or, at 
any rate, merely notices casually the temp- 
tation of Christ, as a history to be remem- 
bered in our forty days' fast, and certainly 
not as the origin of it ; and yet I think 
that we must rather follow the implied in- 
tention of our Church, as, in her collect 
for the first Sunday in Lent, she surely 
seems to recognise this origin of the com- 
memorative season." 

^' Is not the last Sunday in Lent called 
Palm Sunday, Mamma, and why ?" asked 
Ellen. 

*^ It is so, my dear, to commemorate our 

N 



134 MOVEABLE FEASTS 

Saviour's entry into Jemsalem, five days 
before his death, when the people strewed 
branches of palm trees before Him ; but 
as this has no reference to the events com- 
memorated in this most solemn week, I 
like better to call it, (as it is generally 
done,) Passion Sunday." 

** I should be sorry. Mamma, if we had 
any questions to ask you about Passion 
week, or the sacred history which we then 
celebrate," said Gertrude. 

*^ Indeed, my love, I hope that you know 
all that you should do respecting that so- 
lemn period, for which our Church has 
provided such affecting and awakening, as 
well as explanatory, services. But Ellen 
looks as if she wished to ask a question ; 
what is it, my child ?" 

'^ Why the Thursday in that week is 
called Maunday Thursday, Mamma?" ^ 

''From the Latin word Mandatum — 
which means a command or charge — to 
commemorate our Saviour's last chaise to 
his Apostles, which was given the day be- 
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fore the one on which He suffered. You 
scarcely wish to ask me why that day is 
called Good Friday, Ellen?" 

^^ No, indeed, Mamma ; I hope that I 
can feel how truly and thankfully we 
should acknowledge that it was indeed for 
us a good day," said Ellen solemnly. 

"Easter Eve was a vigil, of course, 
Mamma ?" said Gertrude. 

" Yes, my love ; the most important one 
in the year, which was always most so- 
lemnly observed in the early Church, and 
which ushered in Easter-day, about which, 
I should suppose, you have not much to 
ask." 

" Indeed I have," said Gertrude ; " for 
it seems to be the chief feast in the year, 
as all the rest are said to depend on it ; 
and why they should be obliged to do so, 
I cannot understand." 

" Cannot you, my dear ? Because Easter 
must always happen on the first Sunday 
after the full moon which may come on, or 
next after, the @lst of March." 

n2 
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" That is the very necessity that I can- 
not understand^ Mamma." 

" You know, Gertrude, that Easter took 
the place of the Jewish Passover, and it is, 
therefore, always kept at the same time 
that the Passover was celebrated, although 
not on the same day. The Jewish Pass- 
over was always celebrated in the month 
Abib, which answers to our March, and 
was always kept at the time of the full 
moon; to correspond with which, Easter 
is appointed to be always kept at the full 
of the moon." 

" Now you are come to my great diffi- 
culty. Mamma. Our feast of Easter, de- 
pending on the moon, is, of course, a 
moveable feast ; but the Passover also de- 
pended on the moon ; and yet we learn, 
from the l^th of Exodus, and elsewhere, 
that it was always kept on the fourteenth 
day of the month." 

" You seem not to be aware, my dear 
Gertrude, that the Jewish months were 
themselves moveable, and depended on the 
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moon ; and that when the new moon ap« 
peared^ it was universally proclaimed by 
those who saw it first ; and that was the 
first day of the month. The time of the 
fiill moon, therefore, would always happen 
directly in the middle of the month.'* 

" But was not that a most troublesome 
and imperfect way of reckoning?" asked 
Gertrude. 

*' It was, indeed, and so uncertain, that 
frequent disputes arose as to the correctness 
of the calculation ; and, at the time of the 
Passover, there were often great differences 
of opinion, as to whether it was the right 
day for keeping it, or not, as they were 
anxious to keep up its celebration on the 
same day that they were delivered from 
Egypt." 

" Was not the month Abib the first 
month in the Jewish year. Mamma ?" asked 
Ellen. 

''It was the first month in the eccle- 
siastical year; the civil year began in 
Tisri, answering to our September. Abib 

n3 
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means 'com in tbe ear/ and the first 
month was doubtless so named, because 
the young corn was then in that state." 

" My difficulty is quite cleared now, and 
thank you for it, dear Mamma," said Ger- 
trude. 

'^Has the Church always kept Easter 
at the time that we now do ?" asked Ellen. 

" The earlv Churches differed as to the 
time of its observance," said Mrs. Herbert, 
" some keeping it the day that the Jewish 
Passover was kept, that is, the fourteenth 
day after the appearance of the new moon ; 
others, on the Lord's day immediately 
following the Jewish Passover. This last 
custom was universally enjoined at the 
Council of Nice^ and has remained so ob- 
served ever since that time." 

"And very rightly, I should think. 
Mamma," said Gertrude; "for although 
it happens at the same time that the Jewish 
Passover was kept, yet as not that, but our 
Lord's resurrection, was the event to be 
commemorated, it surely was fittest to ob- 
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serve it on the day that He rose from the 
dead." 

'^ It appears that . the Council of Nice 
agreed with your opinion^ Gertrude/' said 
her mother, smiling. 

" Ellen," said Gertrude, " who convened 
the Council of Nice, and when ?" 

** Indeed, I rememher that, Gatty. The 
Emperor Constantine, A.D. 325J' 

" The ancient Church kept Easter with 
great rejoicing," observed Mrs. Herbert. 
" 'The joyous Sunday,' was one of its well- 
known appellations. Acts of mercy and 
charity were specially practised, as proper 
to the season, and some of the Christian 
Roman Emperors then released prisoners. 
Masters granted freedom to their slaves^ 
and the rich felt it their duty and privilege 
to help the poor more especially than at 
other times. Eusebius, Bishop of Csesarea 
in the fourth century, says that these cus- 
toms were in imitation of our Saviour, 
who delivered all men from the bondage 
of sin, setting at liberty those under the 
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power of death; and that his followers 
imitate his mercy, by loosing men fix>m 
their temporal bonds. He also adds, that 
if ever acts of mercy and charity are ap- 
propriate, they are so at that season which 
brought nniversal freedom from slavery, 
and general liberty to aU mankind; and 
he says, ' What can be more proper than 
to make the heart of the poor rejoice, 
when we recoUect our natural poverty, and 
the fountain of all our mercies T The 
whole week follovdng Easter was kept 
very holy, and devoted to religious exer- 
cises; indeed, for a fortnight after, all 
public amusements were prohibited, and 
the courts of justice shut.'* 

'^ And how long does our Church enjoin 
the festival to be kept. Mamma ?" 

** Though the Church enjoins only the 
Monday and Tuesday in the Easter-week 
to be kept as holydays, yet she seems to 
recommend the keeping the whole week 
holy, by prescribing in her Communion 
service a proper Preface for Easter, and 
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seven days after, approving thus of a daUy 
communion through the week." 

''But the prefaces to Christmas Day, 
and Ascension Day^ have the same head- 
ing. Mamma, and Whitsunday for six 
days after," said Gertrude, who had again 
consulted her Prayer-book* 

'' I know it, my dear, but that does not 
contradict what I said was believed, by 
some, to be the intention of our Church* 
It only extends it to those feasts also." 

" I am afraid, my dear," said Mr. Her- 
bert, who just entered the room, '' that 
what you have now said, will lead Ger- 
trude and Ellen to believe that it was pe- 
culiar to those holy seasons you have just 
instanced, to institute daily communions 
for them. It is perfectly true, that the 
whole week following these seasons was to 
be kept specially holy, in the judgment of 
the compilers of our Litui^ ; and that 
there were special prefaces appointed for 
the Communion Service; but it by no 
means follows f that while the Church thus 
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seems to appoint daily Communions at 
those seasons, that she does so at those 
seasons only." 

*^ I have always thought so, my dear/' 
said Mrs. Herbert, *' but should be very 
glad to be better instructed by you." 

" I will give you, my love, Bishop Beve- 
ridge's view of the Rubric, which says 
^that the Collect, Epistle, and Gospel, 
appointed for the Sunday, shall serve all 
the week after, where it is not by this 
book otherwise ordered,' and who thinks 
from this, that the Church provides, not 
only for a weekly, but a daily Communion 
throughout the whole year. Therefore, 
while a special and daily preface to the 
Communion Service is appointed for cer- 
tain seasons, it is not the intention of the 
Church that a daily Communion should be 
peculiar to those seasons. And now, my 
little Ellen, ask Mamma your next ques- 
tion." 

" Why is the first Sunday after Easter 
called- Low Sunday, Mamma ?" 
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'^Because, my dear, the solemnization 
of Easter was still observed, though in a 
lower degree. Easter was considered the 
most solemn time for baptism, and on Low 
Sunday, the baptized committed to the 
keeping of the Church, the white dresses 
that they had worn through the week." 

" What did the Church do with them. 
Mamma ?" 

" They were preserved, my love, to be 
capable of being produced against such as 
had violated their baptismal vows. It is, 
perhaps, in reference to this beautiful 
custom, that the Epistle for that day is 
selected. You may find the following 
texts in the Revelation, in allusion to 
white garments — Rev. iii. 4, 5 ; vii. 9 — 14 ; 
andvi. 11." 

''How are the festivals of the Church 
intended to be kept, Mamma ?" 

'' I should say, that the Church intends 
that we should, with sober joy and humble 
gladness, devote these days with praise 
and thanksgiving to the service of God, in 
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acknowledging the blessings we owe to 
the events we then commemorate, and in 
praying that ourselves, and the whole 
Christian Church, may be sharers in 
them." 

** What are the next seasons in our list, 
Gertrude ?" said Ellen. 

"We will wait for them until to-morrow, 
my dear. I cannot answer more questions 



now. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Moveable Feasts and Fasts^Collects — Eucharist— 
Catechism — Confirmation. 

" The three Rogation days," said Ger* 
trude, "come next; and Ascension day, 
or Holy Thursday." 

" It is only lately called Holy Thurs- 
day," said Mrs. Herbert, " the Thursday 
in Passion Week having been anciently so 
called. From Easter, until the Rogation 
days, was a season of great joy in the early 
Church* The Ascension of our Lord, you 
know, took place forty days after his 
Resurrection, so that Ascension day always 
falls on the sixth Thursday after Easter 
day." 

" Why were the three Rogation days 
appointed before Ascension day. Mamma, 
and what are they ?" 

^ They, are called Rogation days," said 

o 
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their Mother, "from a word signifying 
special asking, and were three fast days 
appointed by the Church, as a break in 
the festival kept up from Easter to Whit- 
suntide, to devote more particularly to 
prayers and supplications, and as a pre- 
paration for the devout celebration of our 
Saviour's ascension ; and also to implore 
God's blessing on the fruits of the earth 
springing up at that season. They are 
otherwise called Litany days, which also 
signifies supplication." 

'' The Rogation days are not generally 
much observed, are: they, Mamma?" said 
Ellen. 

"Not as they should be, my dear, I 
think. It is only since the Reformation, 
however, that they have not been sa sa* 
credly observed ; before which time, there 
were solenm processional supplications in 
England on those days, which custom was 
instituted, by a Bishop of Yienne, in the 
fifth century, during a time of public cala- 
mity, to avert which they were first 
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ordained, and adopted in the Western 
Cliurcbes." 

''What were the processions retained 
for, Mamma?" 

" They were still enjoined to continue, 
my dear, when the customary solemnities 
were altered, at the Reformation; audit 
was enjoined that the curates and men 
of the parishes should perambulate them, 
with prayer and thanksgiving for the mer- 
cies of God in giving the fruits of the 
earth — to acknowledge and implore the 
continuance of which, I told you was one 
object of the observance of those days." 

'' But I never heard of this being done. 
Mamma," said Gertrude. 

'' It is done, my dear, in many parishes, 
the bounds of which are still perambu- 
lated on those days ; prayers having been 
first offered up in the parish church. But 
the custom is not a general one. I sup- 
pose that it was abused, and therefore 
discontinued ; but I think that it was a sim- 
ple and interesting institution originally." 

o2 
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"And now," said Gertrude, **we are 
come to Whit-Sunday, which took the 
place of the feast of Pentecost, and is, 
consequently, fifty days after Easter. I 
have always liked to think, Mamma, that 
the full power of the Christian Church, by 
the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, was 
given to it on the same day that the law 
was given to Moses." 

"It derived its name," said Ellen, 
"from thetoAJ^^' garments then worn by 
the baptized^ did it not?" 

"It did so, my dear; or, as others 
think, it is metaphorically called Whit" 
Sunday, from the diffusion of light which, 
as on this day, fell on the Apostles." 
. " Was not this also a solemn season for 
baptism in the ancient Church, Mamma ?" 
said Ellen. 

"Yes, Ellen, as your last question 
would imply. As Easter was appointed 
for one appropriate season of baptizing, to 

^ Rev. vii. 9 — 14 ; vi. 11 ; and liL 4^ 6. 
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commemorate our Lord's death and re- 
surrection, hy making it a season for 
admitting persons into the * death utito 
sin, and a new birth unto righteousness/ 
so was Whitsuntide fitly appointed to be 
another, in memory of the Apostles' bap- 
tism, 'with the Holy Ghost, and with 
fire;' and of St. Peter having on that day, 
with the other Apostles, baptized three 
thousand souls." 

** But we have no stated times for 
baptism. Mamma," said Ellen. 

''No, my love: nor had the early 
Church for t^e baptism of infants^ The 
seasons in question were set apart fer the 
baptism of adult converts, as by appoint- 
ing special seasons for administering this 
sacrament to them, and thus providing 
time for solemn and stated preparation, and 
previous examination for it, the Church 
gave her converts every help towards re- 
ceiving it worthily. I do not think that 
you can wish to know more of our Church's 
design in keeping Whitsuntide, as you 

08 
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have long been familiar with its history, 
and the reasons for its observance." 

** Trinity Sunday, which always follows 
Whitsunday, is the next and last move- 
able feast, Mamma." 

** Yes, my love ; and the mystery of the 
Blessed Trinity is well now commemor- 
ated, as it seems that the feasts we last 
spoke of naturally lead our minds to the 
contemplation of the Triune God. After 
the festivals which commemorate our Sa- 
viour's work on earth, and the descent of 
the Holy Spirit, the Church appropriately 
celebrates the whole glorious Trinity in 
one view. * In the preceding festivals we 
commemorate the Unity in Trinity; in 
this, the Trinity in Unity.'" 

" There are no more festivals and fasts. 
Mamma, after Trinity, till Advent comes 
again," said Ellen. 

**No more moveable ones, my love. 
There are services for five and twenty 
Sundays after Trinity, the Sundays be- 
tween Trinity Sunday and. Advent, when 
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exceeding that number, being filled up by 
those omitted after the Epiphany; al* 
though there are not so many as five and 
twenty when Advent falls early. There 
needs no particular observation on the 
Sundays after Trinity. * James on the 
Collects^* which you are accustomed to 
read with me, will supply jou with as 
good a practical commentary as you re- 
quire on them.*' 

"Do you not think the Collects very 
beautiful, Mamma V* asked Gertrude. 

*' Indeed, I do, Gertrude ; there is little 
less than inspiration in them, and I revere 
their antiquity, as they are generally very 
old. Gregory the Great, bishop of Rome, 
594 A.D., speaks of many of them as es- 
teemed ancient even when he lived. The 
word Collect is as old as the third century, 
and is supposed to be so called, because 
many of the supplicatory sentences were 
collected under one head. The selection 
of the Epistles and Gospels is also very 
ancient." 
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** Did the reading of the Epistle and 
Gospel always precede the Communion 
Service, Mamma?" asked Ellen. 

" Yes, my dear ; it formed part of the 
Office for the Commmiion, which was ori- 
ginally a distinct service in itself, and ap- 
pointed to be read at a separate time from 
the morning prayer." 

''What is the meaning of the words 
Kyrie Eleison, Mamma, which are applied 
to the responses after the reading of the 
Commandments in the Communion Ser- 
vice f " asked Gertrude. 

'' They are two Greek words, my dear, 
signifying ' Lord, have mercy,' and are ap- 
plicable to any such supplicatory sentences, 
although specially applied to the 'lesser 
litany' you named." 

" Was not the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper in the early Church admi- 
nistered much more frequently than it now 
is. Mamma!" 

" The earliest Christians, my love, re- 
ceived it daily. It then became treekly* 
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You know how sadly the Romish Church 
abused this sacred ordinance ; and amongst 
her perversions of its designs^ she restricted 
its celebration to an annual one. One of 
the first attempts of our Reformers was to 
rectify this abuse, and to require the capa- 
ble members of the Church to receive the 
Eucharist three times a year, giving them 
the option of receiving it much more fre- 
quently — as it is the custom generally 
now, I am thankful to say, to have monthly, 
and even, weekly, communions ; while the 
Church provides for a daily communion 
throughout the year, as your Papa told us/' 

** Do you think that Christians can com-* 
municate too often. Mamma ?" said Ger- 
trude. 

** Indeed I do not, my love, when we 
consider what the communication is; it 
being nothing less than the blessed and 
sanctifying communication of the benefits 
of our Lord's death, appointed to be by 
this, Christ's own ordinance, applied to our 
souls. And surely we cannot too highly 
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value, or too frequently avail ourselves, of 
the high privilege of partaking of one of 
the chief means of grace given to man 
below. But imtil you are old enough to 
be a partaker of this sacred ordinance, my 
dear Gertrude, we will defer more particu- 
lar remarks on it." 

'^ Why is the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper sometimes called the £ucharist ?*' 
asked Ellen. 

" Eucharist means the sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving," said Gertrude. 

** I suppose the Catechism, Mamma, was 
drawn up at the same time that the Liturgy 
was ?" said Ellen. 

*' It was, my love, but in matter and 
substance it corresponds with ancient cate- 
chetical forms. It .was required to be 
learnt by all before they could receive the 
Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, or 
I should rather say, before they were con«- 
firmed, which, indeed, was usually, if not 
always, a pre -requisite for communicating; 
at least I believe so." 
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'* Was Confirmation a very ancient rite. 
Mamma?" asked Ellen. 

^^As old as the times of the Apostles^ 
my love, of whose confirming the Churches 
by the laying on of hands, we read in 
various places ; see, for instance, Acts viii. 
16, 17 ; XV. 41 ; xix. 6. From these pas- 
sages, it appears that confirmation in the 
Apostolic ages was accompanied by the 
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, and when 
other miraculous efiusions ceased, these 
ceased also. But after these times, the 
early Church still thought very highly of 
Confirmation, as conveying- the ordinary 
gifts of the Spirit*; for 'the opinion of 
Christian antiquity was, that at Baptism, 
the Holy Spirit bestowed grace to make us 
clean, and free from the pollution of sin ; 
and that at Confirmation a more abundant 
increase of grace was vouchsafed, and addi- 
tional spiritual strength given.' Our own 
Hooker says, * It was necessary to add to 
baptism the laying on of hands, with prayer 

* See Shepherd on the Common Prayer. 
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for the light of God's most Holy Spirit, to 

confirm and perfect that which the grace 

of the same Spirit had already begun in 

baptism.' " 

'^ I should like to find some more texts 

relating to Confirmation, Mamma/' 

** You shall do so this evening, my dear ; 
and we will get your Papa to help us to 
investigate the history of this rite of our 
Church. I should have told you just now 
to read the second verse of the sixth of 
Hebrews, as being a direct allusion to it ; 
where we find it classed with very impor- 
tant doctrines/* 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Apostles' Creed — Nicene Creed — Athanasian Creed — 
Commination Service — Conclusion. 

^' I THINK it is a very pleasant thing to 
know that we are doing as the Apostles 
did/' said Ellen. '* I shall like the Apos- 
tles' Creed better^ since we have heard so 
much about the early Church." 

'* The Apostles' Creed, my love, is not 
so called because it was used by the Apos- 
tles, but because it is Apostolic, and was 
composed in a church founded by the 
Apostles, and is conformable to their doc- 
trines. Probably, great part of this creed 
was derived from the Apostolic tradition, 
but it was not in its present form till the 
fifth century. The Nicene Creed, or that 
framed at the Council of Nice, is the most 
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ancient early creed, as an entire creed. 
And at the second general Council, that of 
Constantinople, it was altered to its present 
form, A,D. 883." 

*' Then, Mamma, why is the Apostles' 
Creed peculiarly so called ?" 

*' Not to the exclusion of other creeds, 
my love, but simply as being composed in 
the only Church founded by the Apostles 
themselves in the West. Thus, their 
bishop was called the Apostolic bishop-— 
their faith, the Apostolic faith — and their 
Church, (the Roman Church,) the Apos* 
tolic Church. In the East, where the 
Apostles had themselves founded many 
churches, the case was different." 

'^I should like, Mamma," said Ger* 
trude, " to ask you a few questions about 
the Athanasian Creed." 

'' Athanasius," said Mrs. Herbert, ''was 
an archbishop of Alexandria, in the fourth 
century^ who strongly opposed the Aiian 
heresy, which denied the divinity of Christ, 
as you know, I believe. He was at the 
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Council of Nice, which was held to oppose 
these same doctrines." 

*■ And did Athanasius compose another 
creed himself, for the same purpose, after 
the Nicene Creed, Mamma ?*' 

'* The Athanasian Creed, my love, was 
drawn up from the writings of Athanasius, 
nearly one hundred years after the Nicene 
Creed. ' The learned differ as to its com- 
piler. It was, however, acknowledged by 
the Western Church in the sixth century, 
received into the Liturgy in the eighth, 
admitted into the Romish Church in 930, 
and received into our Liturgy at the Re- 
formation.' It is therefore a most venera- 
ble composition, and as such, and having 
been generally received by the Church for 
nine hundred years, should not be hastily 
and lightly treated with disrespect." 

*^Yet it is very much objected against. 
Mamma, and by some very good people, is 
it not ?*' said Gertrude. 

'^ It is, my dear ; but without reason, as 
I think. I can convince you, and from a 

p2 



160 JkTHANASIAN CREED. 

false view of its design* The intention of 
its compiler was evidently to set forth a 
plain and clear account of the doctrine of 
the Trinity, and the divinity of Christ, and 
thus to furnish the Church with an anti- 
dote against the alarming heresies, which 
the enemies of the true faith were zeal- 
ously spreading. Take your Bible, Ger- 
trude, and read the fourth verse of Jude, 
and the 2 Peter iL 1, to illustrate the 
heresies to which I allude." 

^' Then the Athanasian Creed is, in fact, 
an explanation of the Trinity, Mamma!" 

" No indeed, my dear, I did not say 
that. The Trinity is a mystery ,fiur above 
all human comprehension, or explanation^ 
which is not attempted. This creed is an 
acknowledgment and declaration of belief 
in that doctrine, as given to us, which we 
are to exercise our faith in believing, with- 
out understanding. I would remind you, 
also, that we do not receive this creed on 
the authority of man, although it is a 
human composition, for every one of its 
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clauses * may be proved by most certain 
warrants of Holy Scripture/ as our 8th 
Article says." 

** But I think, Mamma, that it is not 
the doctrines contained in this creed that 
I have heard objected to, but the con- 
demnation it pronounces, on those who dis- 
believe these doctrines." 

''Well, Gertrude, and does not the 
Bible pronounce the same condemnation 
on all those who wilfully reject these same 
doctrines? For, remember, that the con- 
demnation applies to no others." 

'' But yet, Mamma, people who believe 
all this, cannot bear that it should be so 
strongly set forth." 

'' That is very inconsistent, Gertrude ; 
for if they can endure the doctriney they 
might surely endure to hear it professed, 
and confirmed by the voice of the 
CJhurch." 

'' I always feel it very awful. Mamma, 
when I hear it read in church." 

** It ie very awful, Gertrude; and so is 

p 3 
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the state of those who would not join in 
the belief of this doctrine, as here declared ; 
and that being so, it makes me think it 
the truest and kindest charity of the 
Church) to warn her members of the 
dangers into which they may fall by re- 
nouncing this doctrine, and to open a door 
to such as do so, to * believe and be 
saved/ by showing them the awful con- 
sequences of such unbelief. If the Gospel 
of Christ be our only hope, is not the 
Church our true friend in telling us so ?" 

*' But how dreadfully such sentences as 
thosp called the ^ Damnatory clauses,' 
Mamma, must fall on the hearts of those 
who waver in the faith V* 
. ** True, indeed^ Gertrude ; but is not 
that another reason for trying to convince 
them of their error ? Many may, in the 
end, bless God for those very warnings 
and threatenings, which they now feel to 
be so intolerable. If a tender mother saw 
her child rushing wilfully on imminent 
danger, would she not, in the excess of 
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her love, warn him in the strongest lan- 
guage she could use ? Would you think 
any measures too forcible to prevent a 
fellow-creature from swallowing poison ? 
I do not like the term ^ damnatory clauses' 
' — that term is more harsh and uncharit- 
able than the creed to which it is applied. 
* Our Church,' says Dr. Hook, * treats no 
error with toleration, nor person with un- 
kindness;' quite the reverse. I think, 
therefore, that it is in the very spirit of 
wisdom and charity, that this creed is 
appointed to be read at stated intervals, 
and especially when our attention is more 
particularly called to the great and lead- 
ing Articles of our faith ; to the intent that 
it may remind some, warn others, and 
affectionately preserve aU. Dr. Waterland 
says, * So long as there shall be any men 
left to oppose the doctrines which this 
creed contains, so long will it be expe- 
dient and even necessary to continue the 
use of it, in order to preserve the rest; 
and I suppose, when we have none re- 
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maining to find faidt with the doctrines, 
there will be none to object against the 
use of the creed, or so much as wish to 
have it laid aside.'" 

*'I am very much obliged to you, 
Mamma/* said Gertrude, *' I am quite 
satisfied on this point. I suppose that 
your remacks wiU numy of them apply 
also to the Commjmation Service, ap- 
pointed for Ash Wednesday, against 
which I have heard similar objections ?** 

*' In substance, they will do so, my 
love; as the Commination Service (al^* 
though not a profession of fjEUth) contains 
the warnings of God against those who 
are disobedient; and it is as necessary to 
warn those who disobey , as those who dis" 
believe — ^faith and obedience being equally 
necessary to a continuance in the favour of 
God ; indeed, they are one and the same 
temper of mind, acting difierently." 

** What is the meaning of the word com- 
mination. Mamma ?" asked Ellen. 

*'* Denouncing God's anger, and judg- 
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ments against sinners/ as the Prayer Book 
tells you, Ellen." 

** I have heard it objected. Mamma, that 
the saying ^ Amen' after each sentence de- 
claring God's wrath against sin, is almost 
like bringing it down on ourselves, by 
praying that it may be so," said Gertrude. 

^'^Amen,' my dear, is not here used as 
a prayer, but simply as an expression of 
submission to the judgments of God against 
sinners* Besides, recollect that the curse 
will equally fall on the sinner who is im- 
penitent, whether he put the affirmation to 
it himself or not ; (indeed he does so vir- 
tually, in that he knows his sin and its 
consequences, and yet goes on sinning;) 
and remember, that with the penitent, the 
curse has nothing to do. Recollect, also, 
that it is not a question for our own judg- 
ment, whether it is well to use the word 
Amen here, or not ; for God Himself com- 
manded it, when He commanded these 
sentences to be read. Deut. xxvii." 

'* There »is another question that I wish 
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to ask you about t^e Creed, Mamma/' said 
Ellen. ^'Why do we turn to the East 
when we repeat it, as all the people do in 
the church which we attend, though I 
never saw it done anywhere else V* 

** Because you have not been to many 
churches, my dear little girl ; but it is done 
in many, although not universally. I told 
you before, that the Eastern side of the 
church was esteemed the most honourable, 
as the ' Sun of Righteousness' dawned 
from the East, and the early Christians 
worshipped towards the East, because they 
expected our Saviour's second coming 
would be from thence. The Jews, you 
know, always prayed with their faces to- 
wards Jerusalem, when away from it, (see 
Dan. vi. 10,) and towards the temple and 
mercy-seat, of which our Christian altar 
took the place, and the primitive Chris* 
tians continued the custom of looking 
towards it in their worship." 

*' I like the custom. Mamma, now that 
I understand it," said Gertrude. 
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*' So do I9 my dear ; and think it an ex- 
pressive and simple ceremony^ which, when 
rightly understood, cannot be accounted 
superstitious ; and yet, as it is not com- 
manded, nor necessary, when it is omitted 
there is no disrespect intended.*' 

''There are some more questions. 
Mamma,*' said Ellen, ''respecting the 
meaning and derivation of some words in 
the Liturgy, that I wish to ask." 

" And I have some, about the arrange* 
ment of the Lessons, and other appoint- 
ments, dear Mamma,** said Gertrude. 

'' It would not enter into my design in 
these conversations, to go farther into 
these subjects with you, Gertrude. I will 
only say now, as a good and judicious 
mother used to say to her son, who was 
afterwards one of our wise and good men, 
'Read, and you will know.* There are 
many, and most excellent books on these 
subjects ; and for the questions you have 
just asked me, I will refer you to one that 
you will find in your Papa*s study, and to 
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which I am indebted for much that I fadve 
already told you^ ^ Shepherd on the Com" 
mon Prayer,* And there are also others, 
which I shall have great pleasure in read** 
ing with 70U9 my dear children, whenever 
you wish it. It has been my chief object 
in these conversations, to give you clear 
ideas on the subjects on which we have 
talked together, and to impart such infor- 
mation to you, as your books have hitherto 
not done — ^most of the books written on 
these subjects being rather beyond the 
understanding of children. I have chiefly 
wished and endeavoured to excite your 
interest about them, that you may, I hope 
desire to enquire more, and that it may 
lead you to seek fuller information. But 
important as these ends are, my wishes for 
the purport of these conversations have 
gone farther still. It is a great point to 
gain information, to have our minds con- 
vinced and enlightened ; but this vidll be 
done in vain, if it has not some practical 
tendency ; and what should be the prac- 
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tical tendency of information on such sub- 
jects as those on which we have lately 
been engaged, my children ?" 

'^ To make us wiser and better, I sup- 
pose, Mamma," said Ellen. 

** In what way, my love ?" 

**To make us," said Gertrude, "so 
bring these truths home to ourselves, as to 
make us love and revere the Church ; to 
make us cling to her, and obey her, and 
earnestly strive to approve ourselves her 
true and worthy members." 

" Very well, Gertrude ; and these feel- 
ings I trust that you have in some degree 
imbibed from the spirit of our conversa- 
tions. I wish you to love and rejoice in 
the Church ; and above all things, I would 
press on you the true motive for doing so, 
namely, the love of Christ. If in Uiese 
conversations I have not dwelt much on 
the Head of the Church, it is because 
their object has been to explain to you the 
nature of His body on earth. But, re- 

Q 



170 CONCLUSION. 

member, that ^'He is the head of the body, 
the Churchi* ' that in all things he might 
have the pre-eminence/ Col. i. 18. The 
Church of herself has no power, and high 
and exalted as are the privileges which she 
affords to her members, yet recollect that 
it is only as the Church of CArist, that she 
has these privileges, which would avail 
us nothing without Him. He is the * Head 
over all things to the Church, which is his 
body,' whose fulness is received from * Him 
that fiUeth all in all.' Eph. i. 22. The 
Church is very precious and dear to us, as 
the home on earth which our Saviour 
appoints for His children ; where they 
are best to learn of Him, and through 
which they have the nearest access to Him. 
It is the love of Christ, my dear children, 
that must constrain us to love His Church, 
for His sake, for she is His spouse, de- 
riving all her excellencj^^from Him, pur- 
chased by Him with His own blood. 
Acts XX. S8. Of herself she has no 
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saving power, but it is hers to lead us 
to the Saviour, for He has made her 
the 'pillar and ground of the truth* on 
earth." 

*' I trust, Mamma/' said Gertrude, '^ that 
by the increased love for the Church, 
which I hope that we shall now have, 
we may be drawn nearer to Christ, and re- 
joice, for Hit sake, that we belong to her." 

" Indeed, I trust that it may be so, 
Gertrude; for you cannot be 'true and 
worthy members of the Church,' without 
being drawn nearer to Christ. I pray, 
that when Christ shall come to claim His 
spouse, we may be found truly to have 
belonged to her, and thus to have be- 
longed to Him. Christ loves the Church, 
and is ever present with her now; yet 
there will come a day when she wiU enjoy 
His more immediate presence, and when 
she will be in a more glorious and perfect 
state to be worthy of it. In that day, 
Christ will ' present it to himself a glo- 
rious Church, not having spot or wrinkle;' 

q2 
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but it * will be holy and without blemish.' 
Ephesians v. 27. Solemnly and seriously 
remember, that this time is coming ; and 
remember, also, that those who are ^ spots 
and blemishes' on the Church, will have 
no share in this glorious presentation. 
Pray, indeed, that we may be true ' mem- 
bers of his body,' and not rest satisfied 
with that, which may be the mere empty 
distinction, of being outwardly members 
of His Church. May these thoughts, my 
Nearest children, rouse you to individual 
piety, and individual exertion; making 
you more and more sensible of your high 
and glorious calling in Christ Jesus; 
giving you heartfelt recognition of your 
privileges as members of the Church, and 
disposing your hearts to profit by her 
blessed ordinances, and care for her chil- 
dren ! And may the Holy Spirit, acting 
through these means on your souls, give 
you cause, both here, and hereafter, to 
bless God, that you were admitted (and 
that without any struggle on your parts, 
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but when unconscious of the blessing of 
which you are, I hope, now sensible) to be 
members, not only of the Church of 
England, but of the * one Catholic and 
Apostolic Church* of Christ t" 
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A PRAYER 

FOR 

THE CHURCH. 

BISHOP HICKES. 



O G0D9 who gatherest thy flock out of 
all nations, into the saving fold of one 
Holy Catholic Church, purchased by the 
precious blood of thy dear Son, wherein 
Thou hast, in thy providence, graciously 
ordained Bishops and Pastors to feed thy 
sheep and lambs ; let thy continual pity 
cleanse and defend the same ; and because 
without Thee it cannot continue in safety, 
preserve it evermore by thy help and 
goodness; and so govern the minds of 
thy servants the Bishops, that they may 
never lay hands suddenly on any man, 
but may always make a wise and faithful 
choice of fit and worthy persons to serve 
in the ministry of thy Church. Bless 
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them all^ we beseech Thee, and their 
Clergy, with courage and skill, and fa- 
therly care, to edify and guard their seve- 
ral charges, by Thee committed to them. 

Bless also all the faithful with an hum- 
ble, filial love, and due obedience, for thy 
sake, to their superiors, whom Thou hast 
set over them ; that so the clearness of 
truth, and beauty of holiness, increasing 
in this thy Church, through every one's 
devout performance of their duties — all 
may come at last into the way of truth, 
and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in 
the bond of peace, and in righteousness of 
life — all heresies and schisms may vanish 
away — and all Jews, Turks, and Infidels 
may be brought home, and saved among 
the remnant of the true Israelites, and be 
made with us, and with all who profess 
themselves Christians, one fold under one 
•Shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee and the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 
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A PRAYER 

ON THE 

ANNIVERSARY OF OUR BAPTISM, 

BISHOP COSIN. 



O L0RD9 Heavenly Father, Almighty and 
everlasting God, who of thine infinite 
goodness towards me, when I was bom in 
sin, and was no other than an heir of ever* 
lasting wrath, didst vouchsafe that I should, 
as upon this day, be bom again of water 
and the Holy Ghost, in the blessed laver 
of baptism, being thereby made a member 
of Christ, and an heir of eternal life ; for 
this, thine inestimable favour, I hereby 
gratefully commemorate this happy day, 
and most humbly and heartily extol the 
abundant riches of thy glorious grace. And 
in thy sight, and in the sight of thine holy 
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Angels, with all the company of heaven, I 
renew that sacred vow, which was then 
made in my name, to forsake this wicked 
world, and to live as a Christian ought to 
do, in obedience to thy holy faith and 
commandments. And I most humbly be- 
seech Thee, of thy great mercy, to pardon 
me all former breaches of my solemn pro- 
mise, and to endue me with the assistance 
of thy Holy Spirit, that henceforth I may 
walk in newness of life, worthy of that 
blessed state into which Thou hast called 
me ; and that keeping myself unspotted 
by the world, the flesh, and the devil, I 
may daily die unto sin, for which cause I 
was baptized into the death of Christ. 
And as I have had my part, as on this 
day, in the first regeneration, so may I, at 
the last day, have my part in the second 
and great regeneration of the world, to 
live and reign with Thee for ever, through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



AN APPENDIX, 



CONSISTING OF 

PROOFS AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
FROM EMINENT DIVINES 0¥ THE CHURCH 

OF ENGLAND. 



(A. Page 22.) 



Though the particular modes and circumstances 
of Christian government and discipline are not 
determined by Divine institution, but left for the 
most part free to the prudent ordering and dis- 
posal of the governors of particular Churches ; yet 
there is a standing form of government and dis- 
cipline in the Church, instituted by our Saviour 
Himself, which is this : that there should be an 
Episcopacy, or order of men authorized in a con- 
tinued succession from the Apostles (who were 
authorized by Himself), to oversee and govern all 
those particular Churches, into which the Church 
CathoUc should be hereafter distributed ; to ordain 
inferior ministers to teach, and instruct, and ad- 
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minister the holy offices to particular congrega- 
tions, and having ordained them, to guide and 
direct them in the discharge of their functions ; to 
prescribe the particular rules of outward order and 
decency to the people of the respective Churches 
committed to their charge ; to confirm the weak, 
and admonish the disorderly, and correct the 
obstinate, by excluding them from the communion, 
of the Church of Christ. These things therefore 
being all of Divine institution, are the essentials 
of Christian government and discipline, in which 
all Christian Churches are obliged to communicate 
mih each other; and this being the standing go- 
vernment and discipline of the Catholic Church, 
no particular Church or community of Christians 
can refuse to communicate in it, without dividing, 
itself from the communion of the Catholic Church ; 
I say refuse to communicate in it, because it is 
possible for a Church to be without this govern- 
ment and discipline, which yet doth neither refuse 
it, nor the conununion of any other Church for the 
sake of it A Church may be debarred of it, by 
unavoidable necessities, in despite of its power, 
and against its consent, and under this circum- 
stance, I can by no means think such a Church ta 
be separated from the Church Catholic. 

Scott's Ckristiaa Ltfe, vol. iii. 
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(B, page 48.) 

Wb find in the Gospel, tliat whilst our Lord 
lived on earth. He reserved the power of ordaining 
ministers to Himself. He gave the Apostles and 
the seventy disciples a commission to preach, hut 
never allowed them while He continued among 
them, to communicate that conmiission to any 
other. Afterwards, when the Apostles were the 
chief visible governors of the Church, they or- 
dained ministers. All the Apostles together or- 
dained the seven Deacons in the Church of Je« 
rusalem; Paul and Barnabas ordained elders in 
every church which they visited. In the same 
age this authority was exercised by others whom 
the Apostles had ordained to be chief governors of 
churches. Timothy and Titus ordained ministers 
in their respective dioceses of Ephesus and Crete : 
but that no inferior order had this power is evi- 
dent : St. Paul tells Titus, that for this cause he 
left him in Crete, that he might ' ordain elders in 
every city.' But this could be no cause of leaving 
him there, if the Presbyters or elders had the 
power of ordination lodged in ihemj for that 
island had been converted to Christianity long be- 
fore this epistle was written, and before Titus came 
thither ; and no doubt there were many Presbyters 
among them. The same may be said of Timothy^s 
being sent to Ephesus. To what purpose was he 
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sent thither, if the Preshyters there before had 
power to ordain? So that it appears from Scripture 
that none hut bishops have authority to ordain mi- 
nisters in the Church ; and that consequently none 
but those who are ordained by them, can be truly 
said to have a divine commission, or any authority 
to minister in the Christian Church. 
Abp. Potter, on Church Gooemment, abridged 
by JVm, Stevens, 

(C, page 76.) 

Certain it is, that there is no part of religion, 
as it is a distinct virtue, and is to be exercised by 
interior acts, and forms of worship, but is in the 

OFFICES OF THE ChURCH OF £nGLAND ; fOF if 

the soul desires to be humbled, she hath provided 
forms of confession to God before His Church. If 
she will rejoice and give God thanks for particular 
blessings, there are forms of Thanksgiving de- 
scribed. If she will commend to God the public 
or private necessities of the Church and single 
persons, the whole body of Collects and devotions 
supplies that abundantly. If her devotions be 
high and pregnant, and prepared to fervency and 
importunity of congress with God, the Ldtanies 
are an admirable pattern of devotion, full of cir- 
cumstances proportionable for a quick and earnest 
spirit. When the revolution of the anniversary 
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calls on us to perform our duty of special medita- 
tion, and of thankfulness to God for the glorious 
benefits of Chbist's Incarnation, Nativity, Pas- 
sion, Resurrection, and Ascension ; then we have 
the offices of Christmas, the Annunciation, (Good 
Friday), Easter, and the Ascension. If we delight 
to remember those holy persons, whose bodies rest 
in the bed of peace, and whose souls are deposited 
in the hands of Christ till the day of restitution of 
all things, we may by the CoUects, or days of 
anniversary festivity, not ovly remember, but also 
imitate them too in our lives, if we will make that 
use of the portions of Scripture allotted for the 
Festival, which the Church intends. To which, if 
we add the advantage of the whole Psalter, which 
is an entire body of devotion by itself, and hath in 
it forms to exercise all graces by way of internal 
acts of spiritual intention, there is not any ghostly 
advantage which the most religious can either need 
or fancy, but the English Liturgy in its entire 
constitution will furnish us withaL 

Jbrbmt Taylor. Prrface to the Apology for 
authorized and set forms of Liturgy. 

(D, page 79.) 

Thb seat, or raised fabric appointed for the 
setting of this Holy Mystery (the Eucharist), was 
the Holy Table, or Altar, for by those names, 

k2 
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both, hath that sacred hier (as I may call it), of 
the body and blood of Christ, been ever promis- 
cuously called in the Church. Of the name Table, 
there is no question, it is granted by all. — Bat for 
the name Altar, some urill not believe it. Let uis 
see what may be said for its antiquity as well as 
Table : and take notice, I speak of the name and 
noHon, 

Tertullian (the most ancient Latin father), uses 
the word AUar, for the Lord's table, and applies it, 
as we now do ... . 

Then St. Cyprian (a.d. 260), has it ten times 
at least, in his Epistles only, but I remember not 
the word Table, Eusebius speaks of the Altar 
compassed about with a wooden rail of net work, 
" to keep off the multitude." Also St Chrysostom, 
speaks of the erection of Churches and AUars in 
Britain 

But say some, that the earlier fathers do not 
use the word Altar; neither (as they do not 
mention the thing), is the word Table to be found 
in their writings. St. Paul speaks of the 'Table of 
the Lord,' 1 Cor. x. 21, and does he not Heb. 
xiii. 10, use also (and in the same sense) the word 
Altar ? 

The word Altar was used in the first Eccle- 
siastical canons, which immediately succeeded 
Apostolic ages. There is no more difference be- 
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tween the use of the words Table and Altar than 
between a cup and a chalice. An Altar is a Holy 
Table, not eoery Table, and a Holy Table is an 
Altar 

Our Saviour uses the word Altar, Matt. v. 23. 
which passage was anciently taken to refer by anti- 
cipation to the Eucharistical celebration, for they 
derived from this text, the right of reconciliation 
before the offertory, and called the Holy elements, 
** Gifts," from our Saviour's word here. 

The two Greek words translated Altar, never 
mean the same thing. The one always meaning 
the altar of the true God ; the other, an Idol altar. 
The altar of the true God was *' a table for sacri- 
fice," under the law of bloody sacrifices, offered ta 
God, by fire and incense ; under the Gospel, of the 
reasonable and spiritual sacrifice sent up unto God 
by the word of prayer and thanksgiving 

The Latin word Altare, simply means an high 
place, a raised place. 

Extracted from Joseph Meob's works, 1677. 

(E, page 98.) 

It hath been the doctrine constantly, and with 
very general consent delivered in the Catholic 
Church, that to all persons by the holy mystery of 
Baptism duly initiated to Christianity, or admitted 

r3 
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into the communion of Christ's body, the grace of 
God's Holy Spirit certainly is bestowed, enabling 
them to perform the condition of piety and virtue, 
then undertaken by them ; enlightening their minds^ 
rectifying their wills, purifying their affections, and 
directing and assisting them in their practice ; the 
which holy gift (if not abused, iU treated, driven 
away, and quenched by their ill-behaviour), will 
perpetually be continued, improved, and increased 
to them. — Dr. Isaac Barrow. 

It is the privilege of all Christians, that by their 
being consecrated to Christ, they have a right to 
the continual presence of the Holy Ghost in their 
souls ; or if you will, God hath so great a right and 
property in them, that He sends down his Holy 
Spirit to take possession of them, in order to se- 
curing and sealing them for his own in the other 
world. — Archbishop Sharps. 

When by Baptism we are once incorporated 
into this body (the Church), we are entitled to 
and do (at least by right) participate of the vital 
influences of the Holy Ghost, who is the soul of it, 
and accordingly as Baptism joins us to that body, 
of which this Divine Spirit is the soul, so also it 
conveys that Divine Spirit to U8.«-Dr. John 
Scott. 
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- The Holy Spirit at Baptism takes possession of 
uSy and keeps possession till men grieve Him, 
then He forsakes us, and an evil spirit succeeds. — 
Bp. Wilson. 

The first portion of sanctifying grace is given at 
Baptism, which is the seal of Justification, and 
the heginning of Sanctification, inasmuch as the 
sinner being thus sacramentally buried with Christ 
into His death, arises with Him in the power of 
His resurrection, justified from the guilt of sin, 
through repentance and faith in His blood, and 
renewed unto holiness by the operation of His 
Spirit. — Bp. HoANB. 

As baptizing necessarily implies the use of 
water, so our being made thereby disciples of 
Christ, as necessarily impUes our partaking of His 
Spirit : for all that are baptized, and so made the 
disciples of Christ, are thereby made the members 
of His body ; and are therefore said to be baptized 
into Christ, Rom. vi. 3. Gal. iii. 27. But they 
who are in Christ, members of His body, must 
needs partake of the Spirit that is in Him their 
head; neither doth the Spirit of Christ only follow 
upon, but certainly accompanies the sacrament of 
Baptism, when duly administered according to 
His institution. For as St. Paul saith, " by one 



188 APPENDIX. 

Spirit we are all baptised into one body." 1 Cor. 
xii. 13. So that in the yeiy act of Baptism, the 
Sfnrit unites ns mito CSurist, and makes ns mem- 
bers of His body ; and if of His body, then of 
His Chnrcb and kin^irdom, that being all His 
body : and therefore, all who aie rightly baptiaed 
with water, being at the same time baqitised also 
widi the Holy Ghost, and so bom of water and 
of the Spirit, tiiey are ipso facto admitted into the 
kingdom of God established upon earth ; and if 
it be not their own £salt, will as certainly attain 

to that which is in heaven 

But after all we most observe, tiiat although our 
blessed Saviour saith, that Except a man be bom of 
water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom qf God; yet He doth not say, that every 
one that is so bom shall inherit eternal life. It is 
true^ all that are baptized, or bom of water, and 
the Spirit, are tiiereby admitted into the Church, 
or kingdom of God on earth, but except they 
submit to the government, and obey tiie laws es- 
tabtished in it, they forfeit all their right and titie 
to the kingdom of heaven. They are brought into 
a state of salvation, but unless they continue in it, 
and tive accordingly, they cannot be saved. For as 
St. Peter observeth. Baptism now saves us, ^* not 
the putting away the filth of the flesh, but the 
answer of a good conscience towards God, by the 
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resurrection of Jesus Christ," I Pet. iii. 21. Bap- 
tism puts us into the way to heaven, hut unless we 
walk in that way, we can never come thither. 
When we were baptized, we were bom of water, 
and the Spuit, so as to have the seed of grace 
sown in our hearts, sufficient to enable us to 
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, to overcome 
temptations, to believe aright in God our Saviour, 
and to obey and serve Him faithfully all the days 
of our life : and we then promised to do so; for 
being asked, whether we would do so or no, we 
answered, by ourselves or sureties, that we would. 
And if we afterwards hve in good conscience 
towards God, answerably to the profession and 
promise that we then made to Him, we shall cer- 
tainly be saved through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, and the intercession that He makes at the 
right hand of God for us. But if we neglect to 
perform what we then promised, and so do not 
answer the end of our Baptism, by keeping our 
consciences void of offence towards God and man, 
we lose all the benefit of it, and shall as certainly 
perish, as if we had never been baptized. 

Bp. Bbvb&ioob. 
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CF, page 99.) 

OBJECTION. 

That, whereas throughout the several office^ the 
phrase is such as presomes all persons within the 
communion of the church to he regenerated, con- 
verted, and in an actual state of grace (which had 
ecclesiastical discipHne been truly and vigorously 
executed in the exclusion of scandalous obstinate 
sinners, might be better supposed), but there having 
been and still being a confessed want of that, (as in 
the Liturgy is acknowledged,) it cannot be ad- 
mitted in the utmost latitude of charity. We de- 
sire that this may be reformed. 

ANSWBR. 

" The Phrase is such," &c. &c. The Church in 
her prayers useth no more offensive phrase than 
St. Paul uses when he writes to the (Corinthians, 
Galatians, and others, calling them generally the 
Churches of God, sanctified in Christ Jesus, by 
vocation Saints, amongst whom, notwithstanding, 
there were many who by their known sins (which 
the Apostle endeavoured to amend in them) were 
not properly such, yet he gives the denomination 
to the whole, from the greater part to whom in 
charity it was due, and puts the rest in mind what 
they have by Baptism undertaken to be, and what 
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they profess themselves to be. And our prayers, 
and the phrase of them, surely suppose no more 
than that they are Saints by calling, sanctified in 
Christ Jesus — by their baptism admitted into 
Christ's congregation, and to be reckoned members 
of that society, till either they shall separate them- 
selves by wilful schism, or be separated by legal 
excommunication, which they seem earnestly to 
desire. 

Hampton Court Controversy. — 1604. 

(6, page 105.) 

Ruffinus, an eminent ecclesiastical writer of the 
fourth century, having enumerated the canonical 
books of the Bible, adds, " These are they which 
the Fathers concluded within the canon, out of 
which they would have the assertions of our faith 
to consist. But we must know that there are 
other books which are not called canonical but 6C- 
clesiastical by the ancients. All of which they 
would have read indeed in the Churches, but not 
produced to confirm our fiEdth out of them.' 



M 



(H, page 131.) 

Consider seriously, and I am confident you will 
not blame, but thank our Church for putting you 
in mind of this great duty (of fasting) : you will 
admire her prudence, and commend her care of 
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those that live in her communion, in that she, in 
conformity to the primitive and universal church, 
hath appointed several days every year for the per- 
formance of this duty, which otherwise you would 
be too apt to forget; and although some may think 
them too many, yet the greatest part of Christians 
in the world would rather judge them to be too few» 
especially those that live in the East, for they ob- 
serve many more : but our Church, in this as in all 
other things, keeps still in the mean ; and there- 
fore besides the nights or eves, before some holy 
days, she hath appointed for days of fasting or ab- 
stinence only one day every week, to wit Friday, 
which hath always been observed in the Church ; one 
week in every quarter, viz. Ember- week, in imitation 
of the Apostles, who always fasted before they or- 
dained any to the ministry ; and lastly the Rogation 
days, and the great fast of Lent once every year, 
which was observed, if not by the Apostles them- 
selves, yet at least by the Apostolical men, or those 
that lived in the very next ages to the Apostles ; and 
so hath been continued as a time of fasting by all 
churches in all ages and places ever since, which ques- 
tionless would not have been, had not Christians all 
along found extraordinary benefit and advantage 
by it : and I do not in the least doubt, but that if 
all of you that hear me at this time would be per- 
suaded to observe all these fasts as you ought to 
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do, you would find yourselves other-guess Chris- 
tians at the year's end, than you are now ..... 
and more inclined to God and goodness, more 
capable of His Divine illumination and assistance, 
more ready and able to serve God here, and more 
fit to go to Heaven, and enjoy Him for ever. 

Bp. Bevbbidge, 



THE END. 



REVIEWS OF FIRST EDITION. 

** * The boy/ says one of the most deeply philosophi- 
cal of poets, * is father of the man.' This is as tme of 
the religious as of the moral character. If we would 
have people Christian men and women, they must (as 
far as human teaching can do it) be made Christian chil^ 
dren. If we would have people Church men and women, 
we must begin by making them Church children. Along 
with a knowledge of, and regard for the duties and doc- 
trines of Christianity, they must draw in, as it were, 
with their mother's milk, a knowledge of, and an affec- 
tion for the Church, its ministry, its ordinances, and its 
ritual. This great and obvious truth has been neglected 
too long, and like other neglected truths it is punishing 
us for our neglect of it, by the evils inflicted on the 
Church, by those who bear her name and her cogni- 
zance, without any adequate knowledge of, or conse- 
quent attachment to, her constitution and system. A 
new day, however, has begun to dawn, and we hail it 
as among the most important signs of the times, that 
works of early education tending to remedy the above- 
named defects, are beginning to proceed from the press ; 
amongst these, we cordially welcome the valuable little 
book which heads this article. It is, we are informed, 
the production of a devoted and well-instructed daugh- 
ter of the Church — has been compiled from authentic 
sources — and is certainly exhibited in a form, (that of 
conversations between a mother and her daughters,) 
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calculated to render it attractive, as well as useful to 
young people. The following extract, which forms the 
conclusion, will give a fair notion of the general tone 
and spirit of this highly useful and admirable work : — 

* I trust, Mamma, said Gertrude, that by the increased 
love,' " &c. &c. — Church Magazine, 

** On the whole we have been much pleased with this 
little book. The object of the author is to explain, in 
a manner intelligible to children, the character, festi- 
vals, offices, and liturgy of our church. The informa- 
tion conveyed is in general correct, and the duty of 
attachment to the Church, is set upon the right grounds^ 

* It is the love of Christ,' &c. &c., p. 81. Parents put- 
ting this book into the hands of their children, would 
probably find it necessary to qualify one or two state- 
ments on subjects, on which good men differ, even 
within the pale of our church. Amongst these, we 
should place the remarks on the terms, ' visible and in- 
visible Church,' pp 18, 19." — Christian Remembrancer. 

REVIEWS OF SECOND EDITION. 

" To supply information for children, and to awaken 
their understanding on these subjects, is this lady's aim, 
and her book appears to us admirably adapted to effect 
it. There is no dabbling with those logical formulas 
and abstractions which are now called doctrines, and 
which bear the same relation to the doctrines of 
Luther iind Calvin, as the empty husk does to the 
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kernel: but instead of these a well-connected and 
luminous statement of facts, and explanation of facts— 
which, if the writer of this notice may judge by his own 
case, will supply valuable information about the Church 
and the Prayer*book not to children only. The quiet, 
unassuming, yet intimate acquaintance which the au- 
thoress evinces with her subject is quite striking. She 
writes with the characteristic excellences of a woman's 
style — comprehensiveness, continuousness, and free- 
dom from obtrusive prominences. The book is in 
dialogue, and the dramatic character is well sustained — 
the little girls seem to us to think and speak, and the 
Mamma to excite and satisfy enquiry, just as intelli- 
gent girls and mammas actually do" — EdueatioiuU 
Magazine, 

" Mr. Bums has brought out an improved edition of 
the English Mother, which was a very good little book 
before." — British Magazine. 

** The Englbh Mother promises a great deal of in- 
formation for young people, and is adapted to raise the 
tone of thought in members of our Church, and to give 
them more of a Catholic and ecclesiastical temper than 
was common with the last generation." — British 
Critic, 
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